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Introduction 

 
In December of 1999, I was awarded a Literary Grant by the Dade Reading Council to 

help me accomplish the objectives set out in my grant proposal titled “Animal Story Song Time”.  

The project required planning and implementing of a reading program that would help students 

to become lifelong readers and learners.  The sharing and networking of ideas was a major 

component of the grant.  In addition to showcasing the “Animal Story Song Time” on the 

website, www.dadereading.com, an article describing and evaluating the funded project was 

included in “The Dade Dispatch” the publication sponsored by the Dade Reading Council.    

Each year I make “Animal Story Song Time” part of my regular teaching.  It has proved 

to be quite popular and fun.  I have continued to enhance the project with additional materials 

and resources.   With the help of the Media Specialist at my school, I recently compiled a list of 

books available at our library that incorporate music and animals.  All students, parents, teachers 

and the general public have access to this on-line booklist.   I hope you will choose to view it in 

order to get ideas for establish a similar service at your school site.   The address is found below. 

http://destiny.dadeschools.net/cataloging/servlet/presentvisualsearchdisplayform.do?l2m=Visual

%20Search .    Good Luck and enjoy!  

 
Purpose of the Program 

 

The Animal Story Song Time program has been written in an effort to provide educators, 

both classroom teachers and music specialists with an innovative new way of promote reading.  

By linking reading with music and drama curriculum, students will be enticed to become lifelong 

readers and learners. 
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Overview as Featured in the Dade Dispatch Article, Spring 2000  
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National Standards for Music Education 
 

1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.  
 

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.  

3.   Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments 

5.   Reading and notating music.  

6.   Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.  

8.   Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, disciplines outside the arts.  

Sunshine State Standards for Music (PreK – 2) 
 

 MU.A.1.1.2 The student sings simple songs (e.g., folk, patriotic, nursery rhymes, 
rounds, and singing games) with appropriate tone, pitch, and rhythm, with and without 
accompaniment. 
 
MU.A.2.1.2 The student performs expressively with appropriate dynamics and tempos 
on classroom and ethnic instruments. 
 
MU.B.1.1.1 The student improvises appropriate “musical answers” (e.g., simple 
rhythmic variations) in the same style to given rhythmic phrases. 
 
MU.B.1.1.2  The student improvises simple rhythmic and melodic patterns and 
accompaniments. 
 
MU.B.2.1.1 The student creates simple accompaniments with classroom instruments. 
 
MU.D.1.1.3 The student knows simple music vocabulary (e.g., fast, slow, loud and soft) 
to describe what is heard in a variety of musical styles. 
 
MU.D.1.1.4 The student understands how music can communicate ideas suggesting 
events, feelings, moods or images. 
 
MU.E.1.2.2  The student understands how concepts within and between art forms are 
related (e.g., shape and line in music and art; and sequence and meter in music, theater, 
and dance). 
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Miami-Dade County Public School System 
Competency Based Curriculum  (Grade 1) 

 
I.1.A  Sing a variety of songs learned by rote from memory (accompanied and  

unaccompanied) which include folk, children’s songs and singing games  
representing a variety of styles and cultures. 

 
II.1.A    Continue to develop the singing voice using a variety of vocal sounds. 
 
II.2.A  Identify and demonstrate the speaking and singing voice. 
 
III.6.C   Create music improvisation to accompany stories and poems using the  

voice and/or body sounds. 

 
Sunshine State Standards for Language Arts (PreK – 2) 

 
LA.A.1.1.1 The student predicts what a passage is about based on its title and 
illustrations. 
 
LA.A.1.1.2 The student identifies words and constructs meaning from text, 
illustrations, graphics and charts using the strategies of phonics, word structure, and 
context clues. 
 
LA.A.1.1.4  The student increases comprehension by rereading, retelling and 
discussion. 
 
LA.A.2.1.1 The student determines the main idea or essential message from text and 
identifies supporting information. 
 
LA.C.1.1.4 The student retells specific details of information heard, including 
sequence of events. 
 
LA.C.2.1.1 The student determines the main idea in a nonprint communication. 
 
LA.D.2.1.2 The student identifies and uses repetition, rhyme and rhythm in oral and 
written text. 
 
LA.E.1.1.1 The student knows the basic characteristics of fables, stories and legends. 
 
LA.E.1.1.2 The student identifies the story elements of setting, plot, character, 
problem and solution/resolution. 
 
LA.E.2.1.2 The student recognizes rhymes, rhythm and patterned structures in 
children’s texts. 
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Sample Lesson Plan 

Stories with Songs and Animal Characters 
This lesson is for a first grade class.  This activity is presented for 30 minutes. 
 

I. Instructional Objective:    
The teacher will guide the students to attentively focus on reading.  Emphasis 
will center on building imagination, strengthen memory and improve singing   
skills.  This project helps students become lifelong readers and learners  
making stories memorable through musical rhythm, rhyme, melody and 

      manipulation of hands-on puppets.   
 

II.  Behavioral Objective:   
The students will build vocabulary by being able to verbally identify 
characters, plots, descriptors, etc.  Students will sing with a pleasing voice the 
song that accom-panies the storybook.  The characters will provide evidence 
of dramatic play. 
 

III.  Materials: 
a. Book  (example: Eentsy Weentsy Spider) 
b. Puppet  (example: Black Spider Hand Puppet) 
c. Prepared Corresponding Song  (example: Eentsy Weentsy Spider) 
d. Optional: keyboard, guitar or recording  

 
IV. Facilities: 

Comfortable open area where all students can view the story book and  
have access to touching the puppets and making music. 
 

V. Standards (Objectives):  (See attached)  
a. National Standards for Music Education  
b. Sunshine State Standards for Music 
c. Sunshine State Standards for Language Arts 
d.   M-DCPS Competency Based Curriculum 

 
VI.  Procedure: 

Incorporate the “Animal Story Song Time” project as often as possible in the 
school year.  A new animal story could be included in a lesson plan on a 
schedule of once a week/month over the course of the year. If possible 
coordinate the project to correspond with or follow a visit by the on-site 
Music Specialist.    

 
Be sure to establish the proper environment conducive to story telling.  
Provide the setting for a particular story by providing a creative introduction.  
Effort should be made to try to find a personal link between the subject matter 
in the story to the child's experiences.   
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The book should have bright, colorful and interesting drawings to capture the 
children's attention.  The story should be read to the children with dramatic 
flair. The puppet should make its appearance at the appropriate time in the 
story and act out the staged role.   

 
After reading the book, the children should then be introduced to the related 
song.  The teacher should demonstrate the song through careful singing and 
on occasion by using a quality recording.  The puppet(s) should not play a role 
in this exercise which is much more dependent on aural rather than visual 
skills.  Once the children learn the words and melody, allow time for 
reinforcement through repetition while providing keyboard accompaniment.   
 
Finally when the children have mastered the song, the puppet should be 
utilized to reinforce retention through hand-on activity.  The children may 
manipulate the puppet(s) to demonstration dramatized qualities. 

 

Variations 
 
Stories without Songs 
 Tell the story in a singing voice.  Repeated sentences, or groups of words should 
be handled like singing a familiar phrase as in returning to the refrain (chorus) of a song. 
 
Songs without Stories 
 Use your imagination to elaborate on the idea set forth in a song.  Create a 
purpose for singing the song.  Add emotion/special voices to characters mentioned. 
 
Nursery Rhymes 
 Good choice for Pre-Kindergarten.   Guide the students in creating a 
dramatization of a Nursery Rhyme.  Include singing, dancing, narration as well as some 
simple instruments.  Include costuming with props, scenery if possible. 
  
Fairytales  
 Good choice for Kindergarten and 1s grade.  Guide the students in creating a 
dramatization of a favorite fairytale.  Include singing, dancing, narration as well as some 
simple instruments.  Include costuming with props, scenery if possible. 
 
Poems 
 Good choice for older students. Guide the students in creating a dramatization of a 
selected poem.  Include singing, dancing, narration as well as some simple instruments.  
Include costuming with props, scenery if possible. 
 
Spanish Stories 
 Obtain books in Spanish from the media center, Spanish teachers or the students.  
Enlist the help of the Spanish teachers.  Ask them to read the book in Spanish so that it 
can be audio taped.  Be sure to practice telling the story in Spanish if the students are too 
young to read.  Older students may be asked to read the story aloud to the class. 
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Helpful Ideas 
Books 

·  Search for books that are already available in your school library 

·  Visit community libraries in search for materials 

·  Consider audio books and videos 

·  Explore the possibility of buying materials through the Media Center 

budget 

·  Consult your Media Specialist for other book ideas 

 

Puppets 

·  Stuffed animals may be used instead of puppets 

·  Ask students to bring in stuffed animals or puppets from home 

·  Save money by purchasing less expensive finger puppets 

·  Puppets are often less expensive when sold in sets 

·  Make hand puppets using lunch paper bags 

·  Make small manipulative characters out of popsicle sticks or clothes pins 

·  Make simple costumes for students (rabbit ears, draw on cat whiskers)  

·  Shop for after Halloween costume bargains 

·  Illustrate key characters on board and refer to them during storytelling 

·  Draw animal characters on individual posters so they may be handled  

 

Music 

·  Consult your Music Specialist for music resource ideas 

·  Use good quality recorded songs if you are insecure about your own 

musical abilities 

·  Ask your Music Specialist to record the song on an audio tape 

 

General 

·  Share the expense of materials with another teacher 

·  Use your creativity and imagination 
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Listing of Book, Song and Puppet Combinations 
 
Story book:  Happy Hedgehog Band 
Related Song:  Same 
Animal Puppet: Hedgehog 
 
Story book:  Cat Goes Fiddle-I-Fee 
Related Song:  Barnyard Song  
Animal Puppet: Cat, Hen, Duck 

 
 
Story book:  Eentsy Weentsy Spider 
Related Song:  Same  
Animal Puppet: Spider 
 
Story book:  Fox Went Out on a Chilly Night 
Related Song:  Same  
Animal Puppet: Fox 

 
 
Story book:  Mary Had a Little Lamb 
Related Song:  Same 
Animal Puppet: Lamb 
 
Story book:  Frog Went A-Courting 
Related Song:  Same 
Animal Puppet: Frog, Mouse 

 
 
Story book:  Little Rabbit Foo Foo 
Related Song:  Same 
Animal Puppet: Rabbit 
 
Story book:  How Much is that Doggie 
Related Song:  Same 
Animal Puppet: Small Dog 
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Photos of Book, Song and Puppet Combinations 
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On-line Animal/Music Book Visual Search 
 

Using the Claude Pepper Elementary School Destiny 
Website students can locate Ms. Duguay’s Music Stories 

   

 
  

 � �

 ��������	�
�� ��� 
  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 


��	�	
��	��
�	��	
�  


�������  
����
��  
 

�������
�	���	�  

 
������������
��

���	�� 
�	��
���� � �����
��  ���������  

 
��������� ��

!�����
�	�	�
���  

 
����"����� ��
���������
�	��

 

 
����

�	����� ��

�#������

$���� 

 
����%&�'� ��

����	
(���
������  

 
������������ �

"������
�
������  

��	�
��  ���	��	�  ���
���  

 

 

 



Janet Duguay Kirsten 

 14 

Claude Pepper Elementary School Library 
Animal/Music Book List 
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Book List by Musical Category 
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Other Resources 
 
 

Music in Motion   
www.musicmotion.com 

800-445-0649 phone 
972-943-8906 fax 

 
Oriental Trading  

www.orientaltrading.com 
800-875-8480 
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