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Profile: Anne Frank The Story

Curriculum Areas: American History and Multicultural Studies
Title of Project: Anne Frank: The Story

The Project:
Anne Frank: The Story” is designed to help students understand the Holocaust, a

mandated part of the state of Florida’s educational requirements. ‘This project is c&:se[_q
aligned with the CBC curriculum for American History and the Sunshine State
Standards. This project is assigned concurrently with a unit covering larger issues
surrounding the Holocaust.

After reading “Anne Frank the Diary of a Younyg Girl,” students conduct their own
research on Anne’s life including how she lived before the Holocaust. ‘The students read
the play over a 5-day period, Keeping a journal of their reflections on the material as they
go- They are encouraged to share their feelings about the characters, the work itself, and
what they think or hope will happen as they get further along. After they finish, they
are assigned to groups where they jointly come up with twenty questions related to the
material to investigate. In a roundtable session, they speculate on what the answers
will be before beginning the research Using books, and the Internet they engage the
material directly — searching for answers.

The final and, in some ways, most rewarding component of the project comes when they
share findings with one another. They not only demonstrate a deeper understanding of
the subject when they organize their findings for presentation to the class, they also
learn directly from one another’s work,

Upon completion of the Holocaust unit, I ask the students for feedback and their
responses have always been eye opening. Almost unanimously, they have affirmed that
the subject should be taught to her students, that they are interested to [earn about other
cultures, and that the ordeals of World War 11 were harder than they could have
imagined. Many of my African-American students commented that they were surprised
to discover that other cultures had experienced hardship comparable to their own, and
found themselves fee[irg a new sense of Kinship and respect far European Jews and
other victims of the Holocaust.



‘to have the book Anne Frank; The Play from Mcﬂ)&uja( and Littell. Additionally, the
book has other stories of the Holocaust as well as excerpts from the diary. It is helpful
to have some other books on Anne Frank, a video about Anne and a world map.
McDougal and Littell have a Teacher Source book on Anne Frank that gives you great
ideas on journal topics for your students while they are reading the play.

Resources: My students use the media center for references on Anne rank and the
Internet. Having Holocaust survivors address the students helps them understand the
Holocaust. The Holocaust Document Center can arrange survivors to speak_to your
students. I would also recommend a field trip to the Holocaust Memorial. There is also
a program called Living Voices where an actress plays the part of Anne’s best friend.
This program really helps recreate the environment of what Anne went through in the
concentration camp by a combination of video and live performance. Dr. Miriam Klein
Kassenoff is a Knowledgeable expert on the Holocaust and can be reached at Division of
Social Studies, Miami-Dade County Public Schools, 1500 Biscayne Blod., Room 336N,
Miami, FL 33132, 305-995-1201 /305—995-1940()[(1:\:).









































































































