Goals and Objectives

Technology is an area that is essential for teadmeenvelope. The students of
this generation are surrounded by technology. Hrueya part of a generation that is
entertained by television and video games. Inmtaleeach them and help them learn,
teachers must use this modality to channel theestigstbrains. One of the areas that
student with disabilities have the most difficutjth is the FCAT and how to use
different reading strategies to better compreh@ullaborate, Communicate — Create a
Community! provides students with the opportunity to leam tbading strategies in a
non-threatening environment. This provides stuslerith a structured way to learn to
love reading. Literature Circles give studenthiance to read a novel and discuss the
different elements of the novel while focusing oxportant FCAT skills and having fun.
By working together, they learn to listen to otbrdents and are encouraged to continue
reading.

Collaborate, Communicate — Create a Communityill accomplish six goals:

Students will work collaboratively to accomplistven goals.

Students will improve their reading ability by ugimarious reading strategies.
Students will become familiar with story elements.

Students will improve their ability to answer FCATyle questions.

Students will use various technologies to comaeterities related to their novel.
Students will create a web site to inform otherghefr accomplishments and
encourage others to read their novel.
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Competency Based Curriculum Standards

1. LALA.1.4.2 Selects and uses strategies to undeisterds and text, and to make

and confirm inferences from what is read, includimgrpreting diagrams,

graphs, and statistical illustrations.

LA.A.2.2.7 Recognizes the use of comparison amdrast in a text.

LA.A.2.4.1 Determines the main idea and identifidlevant details, methods of

development, and their effectiveness in a vawétypes of written material.

4. LA.E.2.2.1 Recognizes cause-and-effect relatiorssimpiterary texts.

5. LALE.2.4.1 Analyzes the effectiveness of complexeents of plot, such as
setting of major events, problems, conflicts, aggbiutions.
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Course Outline

Collaborate, Communicate — Create a Communitg'a nine-week instructional
unit that focuses on various reading skills anddases the students’ enjoyment for
reading. It also improves their social and colflabioe skills. Students with learning
disabilities usually have social problems in adufitio their primary disability. Through
literature circles, they have to learn how to egpréheir opinions and listen to the
opinion of others in a respectful way. This projesed literature circles as its main
focus. Some of the lessons used were taken Womv.literaturecircles.com This web
site is a great resource for any teacher plannmig@orporating literature circles into
their curriculum.

As part of our project, the students created a sitebso that other students and
teachers can learn from their experience. You nisiy their web site at
www.learnersunite.com

Depending on the length of the novels and thetpalgvel of the students, the
timeline will vary. Every Friday was dedicateddeveloping the web site and
evaluating the groups’ work ethics. At the begngiwe had to review basic computer
and web surfing skills. Eventually, the studengsavable to work independently on their
web pages. Monday through Thursday was dedicatezhtting the novel and completing
various reading activities. Below is a suggestetttiine that can be used when
implementing this project.

Projected Timeline

Week 1: Formation of groups, explanation of roleved distribution, creation of novel
boxes, preparation of binders

Week 2 — 7: Reading of novel and completing varimading activities

Week 8: Editing of web site, planning of groupgmetation

Week 9: Group Presentations
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Literature Circles Assignment Sheet

Date

Start
Page

Task to Complete

Task Completed
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