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It was my goal and hope in preparing this unit to help students accept and
appreciate uniqueness in lhe:mselves and others in order for them to become productive
members of an ever-changing multicultural society. The unit was designed to guide
students in beginning to recognize that they have the power to make a positive difference
in the world. The lesson plans offer a wide range of activities on issues surrounding
tolerance, prejudice, and the Holocaust. Each activity intends to teach students that they
are responsible for the choices they make and the resulting consequences.

Teachers are in the unique position of being able to influence the development of
children’s values and attitudes. Children need to be taught at a young age that differences
enrich the world, not divide it. It is crucial that teachers encourage cooperation and
tolerance in the classroom with the hope that lessons learned in school are carried into all
areas of life.

I'hope that as an educator you find these lessons and activities enriching to your
curricplum. As a teacher myself, I have had great success in implementing the unit in my
own classroom throughout the school year. Know that you make a difference in the lives
of your students every single day...because of you they are becoming brighter and kinder
human beings.

With wishes for a peaceful tomorrow,

Lizette Kabak Weingard
Virginia A. Boone Highland Oaks Elementary



The Holocaust: An Overview

In the world we live in, there have been periods in time where dominating groups
in power have suppressed, enslaved and murdered other groups of people. The Holocaust
was the planned, official murder of six million Jews by the Nazi government during
World War I1. The events of the Holocaust took place between the years of 1933 and
1945 and affected Jews, Soviet prisoners of war, Polish citizens, homosexuals, and
various other political and social dissidents.

In 1933, Adolf Hitler was appointed to the most powerful position in the German
government, Chancellor. His political party, the National Socialist German Workers, was
known as the Nazi Party for short. Once in office, Hitler began to change the German
democracy into a dictatorship. He passed laws that took away individual freedoms such
as free speech, press, and assembly. He also believed that Germans were racially
superior to other races, such as the Jews, Gypsies, and people with disabilities.

Jews, who accounted for less than one percent of the German population, were the
main target of Nazi hatred and consequently blamed for Germany’s economic depression.
Laws were passed forcing Jews out of public jobs and calling for boycotting of Jewish
businesses. The Nuremberg Laws, passed in 1935, defined a Jew based on the blood of
his/her grandparents. Jews were stripped of their rights to attend public schools, parks,
and theaters.

Between 1937 and 1939, Nazis seized Jewish owned businesses. Kristallnacht
(the night of broken glass), refers to the organized riot at which time the Nazis destroyed
synagogues, Jewish stores, homes, arrested Jewish men, and began murdering Jewish

individuals. As a result of these activities, Jews were forced out of Germany’s economic

life.



The Nazis focused their main persecution on the Jews, but they also limited the
rightsl of other races they deemed less inferior. They involuntarily sterilized offspring of
mixed racial marriages as well as people with disabilities and Gypsies. Homosexuals and
Jehovah’s Witnesses were arrested and sent to concentration camps. By the end of 1936,
thousands of people deemed undesirable by the Nazi regime were held against their will
in concentration camps and local jails.

_ World War II began on September 1, 1939, when Germany invaded Poland
under the leadership of Adolf Hitler. Once the Polish army was defeated, the German
army enslaved and massacred Polish citizens whom the Nazis viewed as less human.
Soon after overpowering Poland, the German army moved on to conquer Denmark,
Norway, Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, and France. Italy, Romania, and Hungary
joined with the Germans to become the Axis Powers.

Germans and their collaborators created ghettos, concentration camps, and forced
labor centers where they sent Jews, Gypsies and other groups targeted by Nazi hatred.
Jews in Polish cities such as Warsaw and Lodz were forced into walled ghettos where
they were subjected to starvation, overcrowding, and diseases. In an effort to maintain
some normalcy, Jews in the ghettos attempted to maintain their cultural and religious
practices at the risk of deadly consequences.

In 1942, the Germans began to empty out the ghettos by sending the occupants to
killing centers, known as extermination camps, equipped with facilities for mass gassing.
The decision by the German government to annihilate the Jews became known as the
Final Solution. There were six main killing sites : Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinka, Chelmo,
Majdanek, and Auschwitz-Birkenau ( also a slave labor and concentration camp). Most

victims were murdered immediately, few survived.



in every country of occupied Europe. The vast implications of their rule of terror are still
being felt today. In studying this tragic period in history, there is hope that the atrocities

of the past will not be forgotten or repeated.

Information obtained from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum:

http://www.ushmm.org/education/history.html


























































































































































































