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I Goals Ja_nd Objectives

Instructional Goal
Students learn the valuable lessons of the Holocaust. including the importance of respect, responsibility,
and remembrance, through a series of activities culminating in a presentation to an audience of peers and a

Holocaust survivor.

Grade Level and Curriculum Areas
High school students in English, World History, and American Government can benefit from lessons

contained within this unit.

Short-Term Objectives
Students work independently and in cooperative groups to:

Read critically

Actively participate in Paideia Socratic seminars
Analyze information

Write stories, poems, and/or plays

Apply their knowledge to current events

Evaluate conflicting sources

Gather information from maps and charts

Create timelines

Use the Internet and other sources to research topics and
create presentations
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Overall Value of the Unit

By participating in this unit, students will improve their writing abilities, their critical thinking abilities, and
become aware of the power of personal responsibility. As a result, they will understand the importance of
applying the lessons of the Holocaust to current history and to their own lives. They will leam tha, in fact,
one person can make a difference. Presenting their project to a survivor of the Holocaust will encourage

them to do their very best.

Teacher Training Module

In addition to the specific lesson plans, I also wanted to create a teacher-training module. Florida has
mandated the teaching of the Holocaust in the schools under Florida Statute 233.061. Although many
teachers are familiar with the Holocaust in broad terms (perhaps they have seen Schindler's List or have
read accounts of the Swiss bank judgments), they need to have some basic information and some ideas for
teaching techniques. A teacher survey was created 10 determine what types of information teachers might
need to know. A brief outline for a workshop is included in this packet. Also refer to the section titled
“Paideia Seminar Discussions and Coached Projects™ for information about those teaching techniques. The
basic Paideia seminar could also be taught in the workshop.

Adaptations

You can easily adapt the ideas in this packet 10 your classes and you will find that by choosing a motivating
subject, many of the Sunshine State Standards can be mastered with case. Please see the section entitled
“Correlation with Sunshine State Standards™ for a complete listing of all objectives addressed within each

of the three classes.

The ideas in this packet were developed for regular diploma high school English, World History, and
American Government classes. Although there are enough activities listed for 4-5 weeks of instruction in
English and World History. you can choose to do Just some of the activities with your students. For



example, the World History unit is a 4-week unit: You could choose 10 do only activities in selected areas
(e the refugee crisis, resistance, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) In English, students
could do a writing actiy ity related to stereotypes and prejudice Finally, in American Government. students
could compare the propaganda used in World War [| with propaganda used by our government today - a
small portion of the unit desctibed in this packet

Students working toward a high school special diploma could also benefit from adaptations 1o the ideas
described in this packet. For example, they could participate in a Paideia seminar using the allegory,
“Terrible Things." This is an ¢asy lo read story that students can use to discover the negative effects of
being a bystander. This is where the issue of personal responsibility can be addressed. After reading the
story, students can relate their ideas to their even day lives. In addition, students working toward a special
diploma could benefit from working in cooperative group on activities related to discrimination

Students at other grade levels could also benefit from some of the ideas described in this packet Centainly,
gifted students at the middle school level could benefit from most of the activities. Also, adaplations of
activities such as the poetry writing and “The Hangman" poem can be used in middle school The State of
Florida will be publishing a middle school guide about teaching the lessons of the Holocaust in 2000
Information in this guide should be very beneficial 1o teachers

Special education students are particularly interested in discussions about how the Nazis discriminated
against the mentally handicapped and the mentally ill in addition to the better known groups such as the
Jewish people. the Communists, and the Gypsies. In fact, all of my students are severely emotionally
disturbed and this part of the unit was interesting to them. They worked in groups 1o research information
about why and how the Nazis choose these groups to exterminate

If you are interested in adapting this project as part of the IMPACT program. please contact me for further
information and additional resources
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How is the coached project used in these units?

Students in each of the classes choose a project that they work on independently with teacher coaching; the
aim is to present their project to an audience of their peers and a survivor of the Holocaust. The fact that the
survivor is in the audience gives their project great meaning.

How is the seminar used in these units?

Seminar discussions are used throughout these units. In

American Government, students read selections from actual ’
elementary and middle school textbooks written in
Germany in the early 1930's. They participate in a
Paideia seminar to discuss the purpose of these
selections (Nazi propaganda) and the ethics of this
type of influence. English students read a selection
about a civilian bystander and answer questions about
the reading and their feelings about the morality of
his decision. World History students listen to The N\
Sounds of Silence by Simon and Garfunkel and

analyze it, relating it to the events of the 1930's and 1940's. Sample worksheets for Paideia seminars are in
the Student Materials section.













































































































