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Town Topics: Miami Lakes is awaiting a county agreement to lower speed limits 
in some areas of town to 25 mph. Do you think drivers speed in Miami Lakes?

     Reporter Alexandra Herrera interviewed and photographed our Town Topics Talkers; Esperanza 
“Hope” Reynolds provided her photo. We thank you all!

Esperanza “Hope” 
Reynolds

Miami Lakes
Retired

      “We bike and walk and 
no, we do not feel cars are 
going too fast,” said Espe-
ranza “Hope” Reynolds, a 
resident of Lake Glenn-El-
len.
     “Can’t imagine with the 
gridlock we experience that 
we need to lower the speed.
     “At times we crawl like 
ants rather than drive and 
when there is little if any 
traffi c, at least we move at 
no more than 35 mph.
     “Yes we have had acci-
dents, but for the most part 
these are always related to 
people that have had one 
too many, or are not famil-
iar with our winding roads 
and therefore end up in 
trouble,” she said.

          Manny Cid
Miami Lakes

Mayor, Town of 
Miami Lakes

     “I think that it’s a 
psychological matter: The 
bigger the roads, the larg-
er the width of the road 
[the more drivers speed], 
because their margin of 
error is a lot larger,” 
Miami Lakes Mayor 
Manny Cid said.
      “I go back to my 
premise that road diets 
[reducing the number of 
lanes, perhaps bringing 
sidewalks closer toward 
the center of a street] will 
fi x that problem. 
     “Our roads are way too 
wide and that creates a 
sense of safety that’s just 
not true,” he said.

Taviana Bulnes
Miami Lakes

Human Resources 
Offi ce Manager

     “At times I have seen 
them [speeding],” Taviana 
Bulnes said. 
     “Not on my block, but 
the main block that is 89th 
Avenue [they do speed]. 
they even do car racing 
there,” she said. 

Ashley Sossa 
Miami Lakes
Homemaker 

     “Yes they do speed in 
town and it’s dangerous 
for our kids, they’re in the 
street playing,” Ashley 
Sossa said. 
     “Some people are reck-
less and not paying atten-
tion. 
     “Once in a while they 
will come through the street 
without looking and disre-
gard kids. 
     “I always put cones out 
when the kids playing. I try 
to take the precautions,” 
she said. 

Natalie Bieule
Pembroke Pines

Paralympian, Team USA

     “I think people do 
speed, I think there is a bit 
of careless driving,” Natalie 
Bieule said. 
     “I think it is important 
that they aren’t respecting 
the 45 [mph] then maybe 
by putting at 25 [mph] 
they’ll start going 45.
     “My parents live in Roy-
al Oaks. There’s a couple of 
cars that go speeding down 
that and it’s very unfortu-
nate, because there are kids 
playing outside,” she said. 

TD Ready Challenge awards fi rst $1 million grant 
in U.S. to The Education Fund

     The TD Ready Challenge 
awarded $1 million grant 
to The Education Fund, a 
non-profi t in Miami Lakes 
which supports public school 
teachers and students in Mi-
ami-Dade County.
     The Education Fund said 
it will put the money toward 
creating a new math curricu-
lum to be taught at 51 elemen-
tary schools in the county that 
use food forests and gardens 
to teach science and provide 
vegetables to students and 
their families.
     Called Edible Outdoor 
Eco-labs, the program will 
seek to repair delays to stu-
dents’ progress in math and 
science due to disruptions dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.
     “This programming is criti-
cal to not only helping accel-

erate learning and overcome 
pandemic-related learning loss 
for some of our most vulnera-
ble students, but also fostering 
connections among class-
mates,” Nick Miceli, regional 
president for Metro Florida 
at TD Bank said in a media 
release. 
     “As the fi rst-ever $1 
million USD TD Ready 
Challenge recipient here in 
the U.S., we are incredibly 
thankful for all The Education 
Fund does in our local com-
munity and can’t wait to see 
the impact this support will 
create,” he said.
     Schools near Miami Lakes 
that will participate in the 
program include Spanish Lake 
Elementary School and Joella 
C. Good Elementary School.
     “With this grant, we change 

the dynamic for students, who 
have lost almost 20 percentage 
points in math achievement,” 
said Linda Lecht, president of 
The Education Fund. “Stud-
ies show students who learn 
in nature are more engaged, 
more attentive, more self-reg-
ulated, and less stressed. 
     “To recover from COV-
ID-induced learning loss, 
students desperately need the 
cutting-edge learning methods 
our program and this TD grant 
provide,” she said.
    The Education Fund is 
located at 6713 Main St. in 
Miami Lakes.
     Its supporters include The 
Graham Companies.

     Photo courtesy of The 
Education Fund. 
   --Linda Trischitta
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