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The Education Fund thanks the following:

LUXURY ITEM DONORS:*

BENEFACTOR ($1,000+)
Nancy Audain Allen
Becker & Poliakoff
BNY Mellon Wealth Mangement
Florida Power & Light
Lynda Wolfson Fadel
Johnson & Wales University
Lucy & Roderick Petrey
Raj Rawal & Anne Miller
Kathy Swanson-Rivernbark
South Florida Educational Credit Union

PATRON ($500+)
Donn Golden
Gabelli Funds
United Teacher of Dade
Wragg & Casas Public Relations

MASTER ($300+)
Carl and Angela Perez
Darin and Francisca Phillips

CHAMPION ($1,500+)
Carlton Fields Jorden Burt
City National Bank
Custom Quality Framing
Dragonfly Izakaya & Fish Market
Gelber, Schachter & Greenberg, P.A.
Greater Miami Convention & 

Visitors Bureau
Miami Marlins
Misha’s Cupcakes
TD Bank
Ziff Family

SPONSORS & UNDERWRITERS:*

Jonathan Symons

TriMix 
Foundation

Myrna & Sheldon 
Palley

Anthony R. Abraham
Foundation

Wolfson
Family

Actor’s Playhouse at 
the Miracle Theatre

Adrienne Arsht Center for the 
Performing Arts

Aloft South Beach
Aquatica, SeaWorld’s Waterpark 
ArtCenter/South Florida
Azamara Club Cruises
Basil Park Restaurant
Bellezza
The Betsy South Beach
The Biltmore 
Bird Bowl
Biscayne Nature Center
Blue Martini
Brera Orologi
Brimstone Woodfire Grill
Busch Gardens
Butterfly World
Carnival Foundation
Coco Key Water Resort
Courtyard by Marriott Coral Gables
Courtyard by Marriott Miami 

Downtown
Crayola Experience
A Day Away Kayak Tours
Deering Estate
Dinosaur World
Diplomat Resort
Disney Theme Parks
DoubleTree by Hilton Miami 

Airport

Drury Hotels 
The Edgewater South Beach
Einstein Bros Bagels
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden
The Fillmore Miami Beach
Finka Table & Tap
Flamingo Gardens
The Florida Aquarium
The Florida Orchestra
Florida Panthers
Fogo de Chao
Ford Motor Company
Four Seasons Hotel Miami
Freehand Miami
Gable Stage at the Biltmore
GoFly Tours
Greater Miami Convention & 

Visitors Bureau
Gulf View Waterfront Resort
Guy Harvey Outpost Islander 

Resort
Homestead Miami Speedway 
Hyatt Regency Miami
Iberostar Hotels & Resorts
Intercontinental at Doral Miami
InterContinental Hotel
Intercontinental Miami
Italy Today
Jet Boat Miami
Johnson & Wales University
Jungle Queen
Kennedy Space Center

Key Largo Princess
The Key West Butterfly & Nature 

Conservatory
Killian Greens Golf Course
Lion Country Safari
Lowe Art Museum
Lowes Hotel 
Mandarin Oriental Miami
Marenas Beach Resort Miami
Margaritaville Hollywood Beach 

Resort
The Marquesa Hotel
Marlins Foundation 
Maroosh Mediterranean 

Restaurant
Marriott Miami Biscayne Bay
The Miami Beach Edition
Miami Heat 
Miami Marlins
Miami Seaquarium
Miami Symphony Orchestra
MOCA 
Museum of Discovery & Science
Naples Botanical Garden
Naples Grande Beach Resort
Naples Zoo
New World Symphony
Nikki Beach Miami Beach
Nilza Kallos, M.D., P.A.
Painting with a Twist 
Perdomo Cigars
Perricone’s Marketplace and Café

PRP Wine
Publix 
Ramada Gateway Orlando
Renaissance Orlando at 

SeaWorld 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not
Roho Kitchen
Sailboards Miami Water Sports 
Seaworld Orlando 
Segafredo Zanetti Espresso 

Pembroke Pines
Señor Frog’s
Shula’s Hotel and Golf Club
Smok’n Pig BBQ
South Beach Kayak
South Florida Science Center 

and Aquarium
Southwest Airlines
Squalo Divers
Strikers
Sunset World
Total Wine & More 
Trader Joes
Travel Trackers, Inc.
Tween Waters Inn
Universal Orlando Resort
Venice Gallery and Studio
Village Tavern
Vizcaya Museum & Gardens
WonderWorks Orlando
Xreme Action Park
Zoo Miami

* Donations as of April 29, 2016.



Join The Education Fund as we help our public schools nurture every child’s 
potential. See what we’ve  already accomplished:

• $46 million raised for public schools

• $1 million+ given to schools’ art programs

• $8 million in supplies donated to classrooms, benefitting 1+ million children

• $2.6 million provided for hands-on projects in 4,550 classrooms

• 34% increase in college enrollment attained as part of a national demonstration project

• 31,617 students’ eating habits improved through an edible school garden laboratory initiative

• 1,875 business professionals teach for a day and become teacher advocates via the Teach-A-Thon

Sponsored by

FOR THE LOVE OF ART
Many of the pieces being auctioned today are made from materials found in The Education Fund’s Ocean Bank Center for Educational
Materials, a warehouse and distribution program sponsored by Ocean Bank and run by The Education Fund. The Ocean Bank Center
collects surplus inventory and supplies from the business community and makes them available for free to Miami-Dade County
Public Schools’ teachers for their students. 

The creative process begins with recycled materials – everything from tools to milk jugs, scrap metal, cardboard
tubes, tin foil, acetate, Styrofoam, music CDs and even thread from water hoses. Equipped with these recycled
materials, or “found objects,” students and teachers use their creativity to convert them into works of art such
as paintings, drawings, traditional sculptures, mixed-media and 3D pieces, many of which are available for
purchase today!

Ocean Bank, Sapoznik Insurance, The Children’s Trust, Bacardi, Verizon, Anthony R. Abraham Foundation,
Jackson Health System, Myrna and Sheldon Palley, DoubleTree Miami Airport Convention Center, the
Wolfson Family, Morgan Lewis Bockius, LLP, YaYa Wine, CBS4, and Jonathan Symons are proud to host
The Education Fund’s Honorees Celebration and Charity Art Auction, “For the Love of Art,” featuring one-
of-a-kind artwork donated by talented students, teachers and professional artists.

100% OF THE PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF STUDENT AND TEACHER ART DIRECTLY
BENEFIT THE VISUAL ARTS PROGRAMS IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

THE EDUCATION FUND’S

Ocean Bank Center for Educational Materials

Support Public Education!



Jackie Martinez-Sancho
Humana

Gail Mixer
TriMix Foundation

Guillermo A. Munoz
2015 Principal of the Year, MDCPS

Patrick M. O’Neill
Ford Motor Company

Gary M. Pappas
Carlton Fields Jorden Burt

Lillian M. Peters
BNY Mellon Wealth Management

Lucy W. Petrey
Civic Leader

Matthew I. Pinzur
Jackson Health System

Helena Poleo
Influence Communications

Nelly Rubio
WFOR-TV & WBFS-TV, 
CBS  Television Stations, Miami, FL

Rachel Sapoznik
Sapoznik Insurance & Associates, Inc.

Anita Sharma
Florida Power & Light

Precious Symonette
2017 Teacher of the Year, MDCPS

Nick Tootle
Kaufman, Rossin & Co., P.A.

OFFICERS

Hector J. Ponte, Chair
Wells Fargo Bank

Rolando Aedo, Vice-Chair
Greater Miami Convention 
& Visitors Bureau

Cheryl Rees, Secretary 
Ocean Bank

Pablo J. Pino, Treasurer 
TD Bank

Raj Rawal, At-Large 
Civic Leader

Barbara L. Romani, 
Immediate Past Co-Chair 
Civic Leader

Linda Lecht, President
The Education Fund

MEMBERS

Geoffrey Aladro
2016 Teacher of the Year, MDCPS

Beth Bailey
Verizon Wireless

Alberto Carvalho
Miami-Dade County Public Schools

Roland B. Garcia, Sr.
Original Impressions, LLC

Gerald E. Greenberg, Esq.
Gelber Schachter & Greenberg, P.A.

Dr. Wilbert “Tee” Holloway
School Board of Miami-Dade County

Fedrick Ingram
United Teachers of Dade

Matthias Kammerer
The Biltmore Hotel

PRO BONO ATTORNEY

Henry H. Raattama, Jr.
Akerman

ADVISORY BOARD

Brenda Bassett
Cefalo-Bassett, LLC/
Eat This Drink That Go!

Michael Bileca
Florida House of Representatives

Robert M. Brochin
Morgan, Lewis, & Bockius, LLP

Erik Fresen
Florida House of Representatives

Betsy H. Kaplan
Civic Leader

Jennifer Moon
Miami-Dade County

R. Kirk Landon (In memoriam)
The Kirk Foundation

Myrna Palley
Civic Leader

Angela Ramos
Univision 23/Telefutura 69

Benjamine Reid
Carlton Fields Jorden Burt

Lisa Sloat
Public Relations/Marketing Consultant

Dr. Carlos Wolf
Miami Plastic Surgery

Carol Graham Wyllie
The Graham Companies

Dr. Sanford Ziff 
Civic Leader

The Education Fund’s BOARD OF DIRECTORS



NANCY AUDAIN ALLEN
President & CEO, The Women’s Business 
Development Council of Florida
An international speaker and expert on women’s business issues,
Nancy Audain Allen is committed to the Women’s Business
Development Council’s mission to certify, connect, and
champion women in business and promoting women-owned
businesses. She is active with numerous women’s organizations,
including Women’s Business Enterprise National Council,
National Association of Women Business Owners (Miami and
Orlando), and The Women’s Chamber of Commerce, to name
just a few. Raised in South Florida, Nancy is fluent in English,
French, Spanish, and Creole and is a graduate of Coral Gables
Senior High School. 

ALAN ALVAREZ 
Director, Miami Marlins Foundation
A graduate of Miami Beach Senior High School, Alan Alvarez
has remained ingrained in the South Florida area. Serving in a
key position as Director for the Miami Marlins’ charitable
organization, he manages the operations and administration
of the team’s philanthropy. Additionally, Alan leads the Marlins’
Corporate Social Responsibility goals, civic engagement
strategies, and works alongside the company’s finance and
community departments. Active with several non-profit
organizations, he sits on the board of The College Assistance
Program Inc., serves as Chair of the Make-A-Wish Champions
Leaders Group, and mentors with the Network for Teaching 
Entrepreneurship.

The Education Fund is proud to honor the following highly accomplished alumni who graduated from one of our local
public senior high schools. The Sapoznik Insurance Public School Alumni Achievement Awards demonstrate clearly that
a quality public education can be a path to greatness. We also celebrate six years of Alumni Achievement Awards, show-
casing the remarkable professional and community achievements of all present and past honorees. Please join us in
thanking them for their continuing belief in public education and for their commitment to our public schools.

Presented by

Public School
Alumni Achievement Awards

Inaugural Alumnus of Distinction Honoree
ARTHUR H. HERTZ
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, Wometco Enterprises, Inc.

A graduate of Miami Senior High School, Arthur H. Hertz has been an extraordinarily successful
businessman, having joined Wometco in 1956 as an accountant and later working his way through
the ranks. Mr. Hertz graduated cum laude with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration
from the University of Miami and held the highest honor bestowed on a graduate, the Iron
Arrow Award. Art Hertz has immersed himself in civic duty, serving on at least 25 different boards
of directors for professional organizations and foundations such as the Mitchell Wolfson Sr.
Foundation, University of Miami Board of Trustees, and Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, to
name a few. For his far-reaching accomplishments, The Education Fund is honored to bestow its
first Public School Alumnus of Distinction Award to Arthur H. Hertz.



MATTHEW ANDERSON 
Senior Associate, Foundry Commercial
As senior associate at Foundry Commercial, Matthew Anderson
is leading this Florida Tenant Advisory Services platform.
Matthew specializes in establishing creative real estate solutions
for clients and representing corporations in their search for
commercial space. He is also responsible for building brand
awareness and developing opportunities for all of Foundry’s
service lines. Matthew grew up in Miami and graduated from
Miami Palmetto Senior High School. He remains active in the
South Florida community where he has taken on leadership
roles in charitable and business organizations. He is the
Immediate Past Chair for Beacon Council New Leaders 
Taskforce, Co-chair of United Way Young Leaders Executive
committee, and a Founding Member of Barton G. Kids Hear
Now Foundation. 

SHELDON T. ANDERSON
Former Chairman & CEO of the Southeast 
Region, Northern Trust
A Miami native who graduated from Miami Killian Senior High
School, Sheldon Anderson retired in December 2012 from
Northern Trust, after a 20-year-long banking career that still
keeps him as a consultant with Northern Trust. During his
tenure, he was responsible for the company’s investment
management, trust and estate planning, private and business
banking, and financial consulting business in Florida and
Georgia. Sheldon’s civic duties include being a board member
of the Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart, Miami Dade
College Foundation, Inc., New World Symphony, Baptist
Health Systems Governing Board, and Bioheart, Inc. Sheldon
and his wife, Florence, have two sons.

CARLOS ARBOLEDA
Managing Director, COI Access
Co-founding COI Access in 2011, Carlos Arboleda plays an
outstanding role in the firm’s strategy and delivery efforts.
Overseeing all of COI Access’ executive operations, he is often
immersed in senior recruitment and executive search, business
development, c-suite consulting, brand development, and
marketing strategy. Also invested in the local community,
Carlos serves on numerous boards throughout the Miami area
and has been recognized as a 40 under 40 Honoree Class of
2014 by the South Florida Business Journal, among other
prestigious recognitions. Carlos’ local roots are deep as he is a
graduate of Coral Gables Senior High School.

MANUEL DEL CAÑAL
Executive Vice President and Head of 
Wealth Management Division, Ocean Bank,
Miami, Florida
A graduate from Miami Coral Park Senior High School, Manuel
del Cañal exemplifies leadership as he guides the sales efforts
of an experienced Ocean Bank team of bankers serving the
deposit, lending, and investment needs of high net worth
clients in South Florida, Latin America, and the Caribbean.
Manuel is responsible for broker-dealer relationships and
serves on a number of fiduciary responsibility committees. Also
a Certified Public Accountant, Manuel is licensed through the
State of Florida and has earned the Certified Trust and Financial
Advisor designation from the American Bankers Association. 

JUAN CARLOS ESPINOSA
Associate Dean and Fellow, 
Florida International University
A political scientist by training with degrees from the University
of Miami and Florida State University, Juan Carlos Espinosa is
Associate Dean with Florida International University, overseeing
faculty, curriculum development, research, and special projects.
His main research interests include the arts and political
expression, culture and collective identity, and Cuban political
culture. Juan Carlos also teaches an advanced course,
considered one of the foremost pedagogical laboratories at
the university, designed to help students make connections
across the disciplines and acquire the tools to teach themselves
– to become autodidacts. Growing up in Miami, Juan Carlos
graduated from Miami Springs Senior High School.



DAN GELBER 
Founding Partner, 
Gelber Schachter & Greenberg
Top-notch federal prosecutor and attorney in private practice,
Dan Gelber is well known for handling a variety of complex
and sensitive cases, involving public corruption, economic and
environmental crimes, health care, and government fraud,
class actions, and commercial contract disputes, to name a
few.  He is listed in Best Lawyers in America, Florida Legal
Elite, South Florida Top Lawyers, and was also recently named
to the 100 most influential people in Florida politics. Dan
served as a Florida State Senator and State Representative for
10 years and is considered to be one of Florida’s most respected
voices on public policy. Dan resides with his wife and children
in Miami Beach where he graduated from Miami Beach Senior
High School. 

SOLEY GONZALEZ
Senior Community & Public Relations 
Specialist, South Florida Educational 
Federal Credit Union
Growing up in Miami and graduating from Miami Southridge
Senior High School, Soley Gonzalez’s know-how in the financial
industry for 12 years has led her to specialize in business
development and community reinvestment programs. Her
plate is full as she manages the internship and high school
branch program, performs financial literacy presentations,
coordinates and implements a job shadow program, and
manages the social media platforms employed by the credit
union. Soley also serves as Chair of Miami-Dade County Public
Schools’ National Academy Foundation’s Academy of Finance
and was recognized nationally for her commitment to preparing
Miami’s youth for college and careers in the business sector. 

ROBERT GOODMAN
Vice President of Sales, Wente Vineyards
Among North Miami Beach Senior High School’s first graduates
in 1973, Robert Goodman took a sales position after college
with Southern Wine and Spirits. Nearly 35 years later, holding
several positions and acquiring extensive knowledge in wine
education, industry sales, and marketing, Robert solidified a
long-standing business relationship with Wente Vineyards
and became the Vice President of Sales in 2012. When asked
how he felt about his business experience through the years,
Robert answered, “My career over the past 38 years has been
an amazing adventure, the wine, the travel, the food, the art,
the people, and the beautiful vineyard chateaux have been
beyond belief.” 

KARLA HERNANDEZ-MATS 
President, United Teachers of Dade
A special education teacher and former secretary/treasurer for
the United Teachers of Dade, Karla Hernandez-Mats was
elected president of the union on February 17, 2016. With
more than 14,000 members of the largest local union in the
Southeastern Unites States, Karla takes her responsibility
seriously as she looks forward to fighting for “every student
having the same opportunities she had for universal, high-
quality public education.” Born and raised in Miami, she is a
first generation American whose parents came from Honduras.
Karla graduated from Miami Springs Senior High School.         

YOLANDA CASH JACKSON 
Shareholder, Becker & Poliakoff
As an experienced government law Attorney with Becker &
Poliakoff, Yolanda Cash Jackson is a force in the local community
for her leadership and commitment to civic, charitable, and
professional organizations. Her practice focuses primarily on
governmental relations where she has developed proficiency
in state government funding and appropriations. Yolanda is
affiliated with many activities and committees, including being
the keynote speaker at the 2010 Women’s History Month
Celebration “Rosa Parks Day,” and being a member of the
United States Senate Military Affairs Committee, to name just
two. Ms. Jackson graduated from Miami Edison Senior High.      

ROBERT A. KAUFMAN
CPA & Principal – Assurance & Financial 
Services, Kaufman Rossin & Co.
Providing technical leadership on U.S. and foreign regulatory
reporting and compliance requirements, Robert A. Kaufman
has worked with Kaufman Rossin since 1989. Robert specializes
in assurance, tax, performance, and other attestation services
for domestic and off-shore hedge funds, broker-dealers,
commodity pools, and other CFTC regulated entities. After
graduating from Miami Palmetto Senior High School, Robert
excelled in accounting in college and became a Certified
Public Accountant in Florida, Georgia, and Missouri with
memberships at the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants and Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants.



LYDIA MARTIN
Columnist, The Miami Herald
Lydia Martin, a graduate of Miami Senior High School, is a
seasoned journalist who has delved into Miami’s cultural
evolution for The Miami Herald for nearly three decades.
During the past 17 years alone, she has written a well-known
column, “Lunch with Lydia,” featuring conversations with
notables like authors, celebrities, and artists. She has penned
books such as Presenting Celia Cruz (Clarkson Potter), literary
journals such as Fifth Wednesday Journal, and magazines
such as Esquire, Marie Claire, InStyle, Oprah, Latina, and
Hispanic and Out.

ALBERTO MILO, JR. | Principal & Senior Vice
President, Related Urban Development, LLC.
Alberto Milo, Jr., a native Miamian, graduated from Miami
Senior High School and was a member of the 1987 State
Championship Boys Basketball team. Alberto heads Related
Urban Development, an entity formed to develop and acquire
affordable and workforce housing developments. A licensed
real estate broker since 1989, he has owned and operated
real estate development, real estate brokerage, and mortgage
companies, and is deeply familiar with federal, state, and local
government subsidy programs. Alberto was the 2011 President
of the Builders Association of South Florida and was named
Builder of the Year in 2009.           

JASON MIZRACHI 
CBSMiami.com Digital Sales Manager, 
CBS Corporation
Creating, supporting, and managing sales and marketing for
several leading organizations during the past 20 years, Jason
Mizrachi is outstanding in his field. Currently working as the
Digital Sales Manager with Miami’s CBS4, his role is paramount
in overseeing all digital sales revenue, creating cross-media
advertising campaigns, analyzing sales and providing sales
opportunities for CBS digital assets, and training of a digital
sales force. Jason also volunteers as the public address
announcer for the Miracle League of Miami-Dade, and for 10
years, has been the band announcer for the University of
Miami’s Band of the Hour. Born and raised in Miami, Jason
graduated from Miami Killian Senior High School.

G. ERIC KNOWLES
President & CEO, 
Miami-Dade Chamber of Commerce
Selected to be the President & CEO of Miami-Dade’s Chamber
of Commerce in 2014, G. Eric Knowles is well known in the
South Florida area. He is an experienced senior executive who
is well-versed in creating strategic alliances in both the public
and private sectors. Eric’s early days of being a boy scout in
middle school created the foundation for his future community
and civic involvement where he has served on numerous
boards. Previously, Eric worked with the Miami Dolphins
organization for 15 years where he served as Senior Director
of Government Affairs, Community Affairs, and Operations. 

MISHA KURYLA-GOMEZ
Owner & CEO, Misha’s Cupcakes
Born and raised in Miami, Misha Kuryla-Gomez is a graduate
of Coral Gables Senior High School. With domestic and
international background experience in marketing and
customer service and a Master’s Degree in International
Business from Florida International University, Misha turned
her favorite past-time of baking into the highly successful
Misha’s Cupcakes. She currently owns five stores in South
Florida and sells cupcakes, cake-in-a-jar, cakes, brownies, and
other sweet treats, in more than a dozen other retailers.
Misha and her company have received a number of awards,
including the 2011 Business Woman of the Year Award from
the City of Coral Gables and the 2015 Top Entrepreneurial
Award from the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce,
among others.

JOSE MALLEA
President, Biscayne Bay Brewing Company
A graduate of Hialeah-Miami Lakes Senior High School, Jose
Mallea has made a name for himself in the world of brewing
beer and government politics. Currently, Jose devotes much
of his time on his craft brewing company where he is focused
on making the finest beer using high-quality ingredients that
represent Miami’s many flavors. Prior to that, he was solidly
immersed in various government positions that placed him in
Washington D.C. and abroad. Jose was highly regarded
politically as he worked in service of U.S. President George W.
Bush, City of Miami Mayor Manny Diaz, Marco Rubio’s U.S.
Senate Campaign, Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos Jimenez,
and Jeb Bush’s U.S. Presidential Campaign.



ISMARE MONREAL
Dean of Students, Johnson and Wales 
University, North Miami Campus
Overseeing all aspects of student academic and financial
services and the many areas of student life, Ismare Monreal is
essential to Johnson and Wales University as Dean of Students.
She is responsible for implementing and supporting annual
student services’ departmental strategies. During her tenure,
athletics programs have multiplied, resident students have more
than doubled, and many initiatives have been implemented to
ensure the academic success of high-risk students who have
enrolled. Ismare is serves many organizations, including the
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce. She is a graduate of
Hialeah Senior High School. 

KASRA MOSHKANI
General Manager, Uber
A Miami native, Kasra Moshkani graduated from Miami Palmetto
Senior High School. Leading the ultra-fast growing South
Florida market for Uber as General Manager, he oversees the
daily operations of a reliable private consumer transportation
service that is in high demand by the public. Kasra’s expertise
is developed from his prior technological involvement with
enterprises that focus on connecting students to jobs and
internships as well as his work in investment banking and
private equity.

PATRICIA SAN PEDRO
Director of Communications, Frost School of
Music University of Miami; Owner & CEO, 
San Pedro Productions
Being a four-time Emmy Award winner, Patricia San Pedro has
exemplified her successful career as a TV producer, PR/media
expert, and Fortune 500 business woman. She is known for
her international communications efforts while working with
American Airlines, The Miami Herald/El Nuevo Herald, NBC
Miami, and her own San Pedro Productions. A breast cancer
survivor, Patricia vowed to make a difference in people’s lives
and subsequently has written a book entitled The Cancer
Dancer and created a support group website called Positively
Pat, in which she encourages women around the world.
Patricia grew up in South Florida and graduated from Miami
Beach Senior High School.

CATHY SWANSON-RIVENBARK
City Manager for the City of Coral Gables
Managing the municipal government of the City of Coral
Gables has brought Cathy Swanson-Rivenbark full-circle from
her days as a graduate from Coral Gables Senior High School.
Previously serving as City Manager for the City of Hollywood,
Cathy was appointed by the Coral Gables City Commission in
December 2014.  In her position, Cathy serves nearly 50,000
residents, supervises a staff of more than 900 employees, and
oversees a $160 million budget. She is a credentialed City
Manager, a member of the American Institute of Certified
Planners, and a Certified Economic Developer with the
International Economic Development Council. 

PETER VERBEECK 
President & CEO, Utility Trailer Sales & Leasing
Originally born in Brussels, Belgium, Peter Verbeeck emigrated
to the U.S. and graduated from North Miami Senior High
School. With degrees in Business Administration from Belgium
and the U.S., Peter superbly handles the day-to-day operations
of Utility Trailer Sales and Leasing in Miami.  He has served
with a number of organizations such as the Rotary Foundation
District 6990, the Miami Children’s Chorus, National Trailers
Dealers Association, Toast Masters International, and is the
Founder and Chair of the Peter Verbeeck Support Organization.
Peter’s hobbies include tennis, traveling, swimming, and
volunteerism. 



2015
Randall Bast
CEO, Mind Rocket, LLC

Gregg Covin
Developer, One Thousand 
Museum

Manny Diaz Jr.
State Representative, Florida
House of Representatives

Luis E. Diaz
President, Sharff, Wittmer, Kurtz,
Jackson & Diaz, CPAs

Patrick Gannon
Principal, Kaufman, Rossin & Co

Juan Leonel Garciga
Manager, Community Outreach
& Player Relations, Miami Marlins

Maria E. Gomez
Senior Director of Customer
Care, Florida Power & Light

Steven Haas
Owner, City Hall The Restaurant

Dr. Wilbert “Tee” Holloway
School Board Member, 
District 1, MDCPS

James Jones
Pro Basketball Player, 
Cleveland Cavaliers

Monica Kirkland 
Promotion Manager, WFOR-TV
CBS4 & WBFS MyTV33

Andrew S. Labbie, MD
President, Children’s Urology 
Associates, P.A.

Reizel Larrea-Alvarez
Partner, iZoom! LLC

Steve T. Leth
Senior Vice President, 
SunTrust Bank

S. Marshall Martin
EVP, Enterprise Risk Executive &
Co-General Counsel, 
City National Bank

Sam Monti
Executive Vice President & Chief
Credit Officer, Ocean Bank

Scott Notowitz
Vice President, Merrill Lynch

Open Door Miami/Turnberry
International Realty
Bonnie Brooks, Ilene Tessler,
Michele Tessler Berlowitz, 
Joanna Tessler

Patricia Klock Parker
Broker-Associate, The Klock
Parker Group at Coldwell Banker
Residential Real 
Estate, LLC

Jaime S. Saavedra
Interiors Manager, Turner 
Construction Company

Matthew Shore
President, 
Steven Douglas Associates

Javier Alberto Soto
President & CEO, 
The Miami Foundation

Eugene E. Stearns
Shareholder, 
Stearns, Weaver, Miller, Weissler,
Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A.

Dr. José A. Vicente
Campus President, Wolfson 
Campus, Miami Dade College

Michael S. Weinberg
Senior Vice President-Wealth
Management, UBS Financial 
Services

Max Wyler
President, Accord Productions

Juan C. Zapata
Commissioner, Miami-Dade
County, District 11

Jorge Netto
Managing Partner, West Hill
Asset Management, LLC

Charlette S. Seidel
Managing Broker, Coldwell
Banker Residential Real Estate

Howard Shore
President, Activate Group, Inc.

Bert Silvestre
Vice President, Strategy and
Transformation, IBM

Mark Somerstein
Shareholder, Greenspoon 
Marder P.A.

Jay Starkman
CEO, Engage PEO

Irene White
Director External Affairs, 
Miami-Dade and Corporate 
Emergency Outreach, Florida
Power and Light

Craig Zinn
CEO/President, 
Craig Zinn Automotive Group

2013
Thad W. Adams
Vice President, 
The Allen Morris Company

Sukrit Agrawal
CEO, American Medical Depot

Yvonne Debesa
SVP & Chief Operating Officer,
Sunstate Bank

Scott Desharnais
Sr. VP, Moss & Associates

Robert Dorfman
Senior Vice President, 
Related Group

Larry Little
Miami Dolphin/NFL Hall 
of Fame 1993, Larry Little 
Legends Golf Classic

Shareef Malnik
Owner, The Forge

2014
Victor Benitez
General Manager and Partner,
Gus Machado Ford

Ronald Lee Book
President, Ronald L. Book, PA

Cynthia Demos
News Anchor, Reporter, 
CBS (WFOR)

Hilda M. Fernandez
Executive Director, 
The Homeless Trust

Wilfredo (Willy) Ferrer
U.S. Attorney, Southern 
District of Florida, 
U.S. Attorney’s Office

Lily Garcia-Roberto
Senior Manager, International
Tax Services, Ernst & Young LLP

Michael Goldberg
Senior Vice President/Miami
Beach Market Executive, 
Gibraltar Private Bank & Trust;
Chairman of the Board, Miami
Beach Chamber of Commerce

Larry Harris
Co-founder, Pollo Tropical

Pedro Jimenez
Partner, Jones Day

David Landsberg
President and CEO, Goodwill 
Industries of South Florida

Beatrice Louissaint
President and CEO, 
The Southern Florida Minority
Supplier Development Council 

Myriam Marquez
Executive Editor, El Nuevo Herald

Caridad H. Montano
Principal, TERRA Environmental
Research Institute

Jennifer Moon
Budget Director, 
Miami-Dade County - Office of
Management and Budget

The Education Fund proudly acknowledges all Alumni Achievement Award honorees since we
instituted this annual recognition program in 2011. 

Award Recipients
Past Alumni Achievement 



Albert E. Dotson, Jr.
Partner, Bilzin Sumberg Baena
Price & Axlerod LLP

Jose M. Hevia, Jr.
President/CEO, 
Aligned Partners

Rick Hirsh
Managing Editor, 
The Miami Hearld

Kimberly Hutchinson
Director of Marketing & Public
Relations, Casa de Campo

Alina T. Hudak
Deputy Mayor/ County 
Manager, Miami Dade County

Federick Ingram
Secretary/Treasurer, 
United Teachers of Dade

Ralph Gonzalez Jacobo
Executive Vice President/Head
of Branch Administration, 
Ocean Bank

Basil T. Khalil
Vice President of Planning 
and Engineering, FedEx 
Express Latin America and
Caribean Division

Roberta Kressel
Senior Vice President, TD Bank

Aletha Player
Area Manager, 
Florida Light & Power

Stan Rubin
Executive Vice President/Chief
Financial Officer & Chief Risk 
Officer, Ocean Bank

Adalio Sanchez
General Manager System x, IBM
Systems & Technology Group

Rachel A. Sapoznik
Founder/President and Chief 
Executive Officer, Sapoznik 
Insurance & Association, Inc.

Victoria E. Villalba
President, Victoria & 
Associates Career Services

Carol Wyllie
Executice Vice President, 
The Graham Companies

2011
Modesto Abety
President/CEO, 
The Children’s Trust

Rodney Adkins
Senior Vice President, IBM 
Systems and Technology Group

Richard Alterman
Managing Director, 
Alterman Enterprises

Karen Aronowitz
President, 
United Teachers of Dade

Hilarie Bass
Global Operating Shareholder,
Greenberg Traurig

Abbey Chase
President/CEO, 
Chase Marketing Group

Xavier Cortada
Artist 

Terry Curry
Director/COO/Ex. Vice President,
Ocean Bank

Jaret Davis
Co-Managing Shareholder,
Greenberg Traurig

Juan Del Busto
Regional Executive, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta

Lissette Gonzalez
Meteorologist, 
WFOR-TV/CBS4/UPN33

Mitchell Kaplan
President, Books and Books

Hank Klein
Vice Chairman, Blanca 
Commercial Real Estate, Inc.

Ed Martino
Vice President, 
Martino Tire Company

Carlos Migoya
President/CEO, 
Jackson Health System

Santana Moss
All-Pro Wide Receiver, 
Washington Redskins

Abe Ng
President/Founder/CEO, 
Sushi Maki

Dr. Eduardo Jose Padron
President, Miami Dade College

Lisa Palley
President, Palley Promotes

Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
Congresswoman, 
US House of Representatives

Jimmy Torano
Professional Equestrian/ Owner,
JET Show Stables

Steve Waserstein
Attorney, Waserstein Nunez 
and Foodman

Marvin Wheeler
Chief Strategy Officer, 
Teremark Worldwide

Frederica Wilson
Congresswoman, 
US House of Representatives

Dr. Carlos Wolf
Plastic Surgeon, 
Miami Plastic Surgery

* Title and company are listed based
on  the information provided at the
time they were honored.

Aminda Marques Gonzalez
Executive Editor, 
The Miami Herald

Ramon E. Mas Canosa
Executive Managing Director &
President, Crystal & Company,
Florida

Kendrick Meek
Former Member, 
US House of Representatives

Jimmy L. Morales
City Manager, 
City of Miami Beach

Bernadette A. Morris
President & CEO, 
Sonshine Communications

Lynn Neifeld
Chief Physical Therapist, 
Jackson Memorial Hospital

Frank Newman
Regional President, South
Florida, Wells Fargo Bank

Penny Parham
Administrative Director, Food &
Nutrition, Miami Dade County
Public Schools

Bruce S. Rubin
Senior Counselor, 
rbb Public Relations

2012
Linda Slote Quick Bernstein
President, South Florida Hospital
& Healthcare Association

Brett Beveridge
Founder & CEO, 
The Retail Outsource

Michael Bileca
Representative, 
Florida House of Representatives

Stephen Bittel
Founder/Chairman, 
Terranova Corp

Maria Del Busto
Chief Global Human Resources
Officer, Royal Carribean



To their parents, it was a quality education.

To them, it was the foundation for success.

Ocean Bank recognizes the enduring impact of a Miami-Dade County Public

School education on the accomplishments of today’s community leaders.

We congratulate all those who have achieved great success, including our

Executive Vice President and Head of Wealth Management, Manny del Canal.



To her, it’s a work of art.

To us, it’s the beginning of a career.

She has limitless potential. You know that. We want to work

with you to find creative ways to fund her future, no matter

what career she chooses.

Whether it’s her education, first car or even summer camp,

let’s give her the resources she needs to get started in life.

Talk to us now. Because it’s amazing how quickly kids grow up.

At Ocean Bank, we think opportunity is limited

only by how far you can see.

www.oceanbank.com

© 2016 Ocean Bank Member FDIC Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Employer





The Anthony R. Abraham 
Foundation is proud to support  
The Education Fund 
in their efforts to bring 
excellence to public education.

Congratulations to all 
of this evening’s honorees. 

ABOUT THE ANTHONY R. ABRAHAM FOUNDATION:
Founded in 1976, The Anthony R. Abraham Foundation seeks to make a difference in people’s lives and foster
positive change. When it comes to enhancing the quality of life, every person’s efforts matter. Our mission is to
to love, honor, respect and empower the lives of the suffering, hopeless, and forgotten. 







 

© 2016 Verizon.

Verizon is 
proud to 
support 
Miami-Dade 
Public 
Schools.
From donating tablets to setting up high 
speed internet, we invest in our most 
important asset: our children.

Go to verizonwireless.com/business to find out 
how we can help your business succeed.
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We are proud to sponsor the  
2016 FOR THE 
LOVE OF ART 
CHARITY AUCTION  
AND APPLAUD THE EDUCATION FUND  
FOR ITS COMMITMENT TO THE EDUCATION 
OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY’S CHILDREN.

www.morganlewis.com
© 2016 Morgan, Lewis & Bockius  









Congratulations...
To the amazing individuals selected

for The Education Fund's Public

School Alumni Achievement Awards

and to the teachers and students

whose stunning artwork is included

in the Auction.

And, thanks to everyone who has

joined us in supporting The Education

Fund's work. Together, we will ensure

public education continues to include

arts education!

Myrna & Sheldon Palley



Congratulations to all the students 
and art teachers for their originality.

Best wishes to the honorees and to the board 
for a job well done!

Jonathan Symons



Arthur Hertz 
has been a brilliant financial steward, 

role model and inspiration to 
four generations of 
the Wolfson Family!  

We applaud The Education Fund’s 
Public School Alumnus of Distinction Award Honoree 

for devoting so much of his time, energy and capital to those 
initiatives which impact and enrich Miami Dade County, 

thus enhancing the lives of all who live here. 



When you shape young minds, you shape 
the future

© 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (2487701_17829)

The work you’re doing today will make a difference for years to come — to your students,  
and to the world they live in.  

Wells Fargo is proud to congratulate The Education Fund on their 30 year anniversary.

wellsfargo.com
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Humana supports  
The Education Fund
and those who come together to make a positive  
difference in our community

Humana.com



Gelber Schachter & Greenberg 
congratulates 

DAN GELBER 
and all the honorees on their selection for the 

Public School Alumni Achievement Award.
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©2016 The Bank of New York Mellon Corporation.

At BNY Mellon Wealth Management, we’re committed to providing

opportunities to imagine, create and succeed.

It is our great pleasure to support The Education Fund.

Invested in potential.

bnymellonwealthmanagement.com

@BNYMellonWealth



Here’s your chance to showcase your talent, as well as Miami and the Beaches. 
The Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau, in partnership with CineVisun and Black Film and Media 
Group (BFMG), invites you to highlight Miami’s multicultural culinary scene for your chance to win the $3,000 
grand prize!

 

Share Your Culinary Favorites
Create a one- to two-minute video showcasing Miami’s multicultural culinary scene for your chance to 
win.* Submit your video entry on the video contest tab at  A total of three winning 
videos will be selected. 

Have some creative fun! Show us your favorite dishes and foodie spots that highlight Miami’s diverse culinary 
scene in our heritage neighborhoods, including Little Haiti, Little Havana, Historic Overtown, Coconut 
Grove’s Village West and more. 

What makes Miami a dining destination for visitors to savor? What are your top multicultural dining 
recommendations for locals wanting to discover new neighborhoods and new adventures? It’s all in 
celebration of June’s 

JUNEMIAMI
FILM

MONTH
.COM

ORGANIZED BY: OFFICIAL SPONSORS: ENDORSED BY:

*Visit  for video requirements, contest dates and prize details.

#MiamiFilm Month Video Contest



Visit us.
www.yayawine.com



for well-deserved recognition by The Education Fund.  As Director 

of the Marlins Foundation, Alan manages the philanthropic 

giving of the team.  In this leadership role, he helped guide over 

$6M to local charities.  We are proud of you, Alan.   

Keep up the great work!

T H E  M I A M I  M A R L I N S  C O N G R AT U L AT E

A L A N  A LVA R E Z

COMMITTED TO CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 



Florida • New York • New Jersey • Northern Virginia • Prague • Washington DC

Becker & Poliakoff

1 E. Broward Blvd., Suite 1800, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301
954.987.7550  |  www.bplegal.com  |  care@bplegal.com

All your friends at Becker & Poliakoff congratulate

Yolanda Cash Jackson
On her Public School Alumni Achievement Award 

from The Education Fund 



After almost 70 years, we remain committed as ever to delivering a unique banking 
experience. Our success is the result of the loyalty of our clients, the dedication of 
our team and the opportunities provided by the great communities we serve. To 
everyone who has made this possible we have a simple message:

Thank you for inspiring us.

Member FDIC 
14-0135 citynational.com

Best Community Bank  
Best Business Bank  
Best Private Bank  
Best Bank for Commercial Real Estate Lending 
Best Bank for Jumbo Loans 
Best Foreign National Mortgage Lender



 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Since
hav
Cit

 
 

 

 

  

 

e the beginning of our C
ve been essential to the un
ty Beautiful.

 
 

 

 

  

 

nique char
ity historyC y,, the Public S

raacter and high
 

 

 

 

  

 

Schools in the City of Co
h quality of life we enjoy

 
 

 

 

  

 

orraal Gables
y in the

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

or
ompact A

essive arr• An impr raay of school offe
language magnets and dual enroll

• A dynamic and committed Comm

• An Education C Aggreeme
City of C raal Gables that benefit

 
 

 

 

  

 

ts students

feringss,, including international baccalaureate pr
lment opportunities. 

mission-appointed School Community Relations

ent between Miami-Dade County Public School
s,, parents and the entire community.

 
 

 

 

  

 

amsogrra s,, foreign 

s Committee.

ls and the

 
 

 

 

  

 

F

e part of our P

anager who gr

y f f

• A City M raaduated f

They ar Paast… P
Discover the many benefits of publi

Foor more information, visit w

 
 

 

 

  

 

.corwww

or

… and Fesent

enior Hor

p y

from C raal Gables S Hiigh School!

Pr t… Fuuture!
ic schools in C raal Gables.

w. raalgables.com.

 
 

 

 

  

 

f g

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Carlton Fields
is pleased to celebra

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

ate 

ction 

cation 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

c

We

hono

& Hon

Fund fo

and exce

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

is pleased to celebra
the power of 

imagination and 
creative recycling. 

e congratulate all of the aspiring artists and 

orees in the For the Love of Art Charity Auc

noree Celebration, and we salute The Educ

or its commitment to supporting innovation 

ellence in public education.

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Carlton Fields practices law in California through Carl
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Mirrors

Memorabilia

Photos

Posters

Prints

Portraits

Originals

Diplomas

Serigraphs

Canvas

Needlework

Shadow Boxes 

Display Boxes

Plates

Garments

Giclées

CUSTOM QUALITY PICTURE FRAMING, INC.
6011 SW 8th Street
Miami, Florida 33144
P. 305.265.0065
www.cqframing.com
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DoubleTree by Hilton Miami Airport Convention Center
711 NW 72nd Avenue | Miami, FL 33126  (305) 261 3800
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Misha’s Cupcakes MishasCC Mishas_CupcakesOfficial



I S  PRO U D TO  SU PP O RT

WE CONGRATULATE  

ART HERTZ  
THE INAUGURAL HONOREE

“Education is the transfer of cumulative knowledge from  
one generation to another for the benefit of all mankind” 

Scott Sadowski   
ssadowski@gabelli.com

 
249 Royal Palm Way Suite 503

Palm Beach, FL 33480
(561) 671-2100

Arthur H. Hertz 
Chairman & CEO, Wometco Enterprises, Inc. 

Public School Alumnus of Distinction



THE PROCESS

BUSINESSES:

• Identify excess inventory, remnants, supplies, etc.

• Call The Education Fund at 305.558.4544, ext. 107 to discuss your 
company’s donation and arrange delivery or pickup.

• Become eligible for up to a 200 percent tax deduction under IRS 
section 170(e)(3).

• Receive recognition.

TEACHERS:

• To shop for free, please complete a pass application online at 
www.educationfund.org.

• Visit the Ocean Bank Center on the pass day and fill a shopping cart 
with 100 points worth of supplies.

• Complete a one-page report detailing how the supplies were used.

• Request another pass every six months.

For more information, visit www.educationfund.org

Our 11,000-square-foot warehouse is where teachers shop for free, filling their classrooms
not only with art supplies and creative teaching aids, but also with pencils, pens, paper,
books and other essentials we take for granted.

As teachers depend on us, we depend on businesses to donate their surplus supplies,
remnants, leftovers, excess inventory and materials. When your company donates, students
benefit by having resources needed to learn and your business profits through an up to
200 percent tax deduction.

There has never been a more critical time to support our teachers. By donating supplies or
materials, you help teachers continue to develop our greatest resource: our children’s future.

SINCE OPENING IN 1993:

• $8 million+ in resources donated

• 1,000+ donors participated

• 2,000+ donations received

SAMPLE LIST OF NEEDED ITEMS:

Construction Paper

Dry Erase Boards

Wood

Art Supplies

Markers

Balloons

Paper Goods

Educational Games

Storage Boxes

Copy & Other Paper

Key Chains

Reinforcers

T-Shirts

Paper Rolls

Stickers

Toys

Office Supplies

Craft Materials

Paper Punches

ChairsSponsored by

Ocean Bank Center for Educational Materials

• 22,000 teacher visits

• 1,020,000+ students benefited

Computer Tables

Tape

Books

Prizes

Erasers

Pencils

Scissors

Pens

Tiles

Fabric

Music

Styrofoam

String

Cardboard Cones

Wood Bobbins

Three-Ring Binders

Maps

Posters

Rulers



I N S U R A N C EI N S U R A N C E

The Education Fund • 6713 Main Street, Suite 240 • Miami Lakes, Florida 33014 • P. 305.558.4544 

• Become an individual or corporate ally of The Education Fund. Memberships provide benefits to 
you/your business as well as assisting needy students. Call Linda Lecht at 305.558.4544, ext. 103 for 
more information.

• Make a cash donation or use your credit card at www.educationfund.org, or call 
Mimi Pink at 305.558.4544, ext. 116.

• Make a donation of surplus or gently used inventory to The Education Fund’s 
Ocean Bank Center for Educational Materials. Your company could receive an up to 
200% tax deduction! Call Stacey de la Grana at 305.558.4544, ext. 107 to donate.

• Honor a loved one by making a donation in their name. Call Mimi Pink at 305.558.4544, ext. 116.

• Include The Education Fund as a beneficiary in your will. Call Linda Lecht at 305.558.4544, ext. 103 for 
more information.

• Specifically designate The Education Fund as a recipient of any donations you make through payroll deduction 
programs. If you designate, please email Mimi Pink at mpink@educationfund.org. 

YOU CAN HELP US IMPROVE EDUCATION FOR ALL OUR CHILDREN

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
Ocean Bank has supported The Education Fund’s Ocean Bank Center for Educational Materials since 1993. Thanks
to Ocean Bank’s ongoing generosity, students, teachers and classrooms in Miami-Dade County Public Schools
continue to receive much needed supplies from the business community. We hope everyone will join us in thanking
Ocean Bank for its steadfast commitment to The Education Fund’s work to invest in our public schools and ensure
every child has the tools needed to learn. We also want to recognize our sponsors for their ongoing support to
ensure The Education Fund’s For the Love of Art Charity Auction is a successful event year after year.

Jonathan Symons Anthony R. Abraham
Foundation

@EducationFund                 EducationFundMiami                 @EducationFundMiami          EducationFund

CONNECT WITH US!


