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• The main goal of this project is to engage the
students in an exciting, hands-on project involving
use of text features and presentation skills that
will effectively make the lesson unforgettable, and,
therefore, enable students to achieve higher
assessment results.
• Another goal is to instill in the students the
benefits of collaboration: fulfilling individual roles
and taking advantage of different learning styles
within a group to deliver a product more quickly
and effectively.
• A final goal is to foster creative expression and
understanding of a lesson concept that goes
beyond traditional paper-pencil method.
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• LAFS.68.RH.3.7: Integrate visual information (e.g., in
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with
other information in print and digital texts.
• LAFS.68.RST.1.3: Follow precisely a multistep procedure
when carrying out experiments, taking measurements,
or performing technical tasks.
• LAFS.8.L.2.3: Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.
• LAFS.K12.SL.2.4: Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the
line of reasoning and the organization, development,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.
• LAFS.K12.L.1.1: Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
• LAFS.K12.R.3.7: Integrate and evaluate content
presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
• LAFS.K12.SL.1.1: Prepare for and participate effectively
in a range of conversations and collaborations with
diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
• LAFS.K12.SL.2.5: Make strategic use of digital media and
visual displays of data to express information and
enhance understanding of presentations.
4

1. Students learn the concepts and different kinds of text
features in class through various instructional lessons
created by the teacher.
2. Students collaborate in pairs or groups to complete the
Billboard Text Features Project.
3. Students present their completed Billboard Text
Features Projects, thereby reviewing the concepts.
a. It is at the teacher’s discretion to decide how many
grades the project is worth; the “Rubric” is
applicable no matter how many grades awarded.
b. Recommendation: assign extra credit ‘A’ to top 3
projects, as chosen by the teacher.
4. Students are assessed, through the teacher’s own
methods, on their understanding of the concepts.
5. This project can be adapted to fit almost any lesson
concept, such as literary elements, figurative language
terms, affixes, or even branch out into other subjects
such as biology and math.

5

Days 1-2:
1. Distribute “Project Guidelines & Rubric” to the students
and review with them.
2. Allow students to get into pairs/groups or choose
pairs/groups for them. Pairs/groups ranging from 2-4.
3. Distribute the text features resource and review with
the groups.
4. Assign each group a different concept for their project.
For example, groups in my class each read a different
classic novel and completed an assortment of literary
elements exercises and text analyses in the form of text
features, so it was essentially a comprehensive book
report in the form of a presentable “billboard.”
5. Groups brainstorm on paper and begin drawing the
rough draft version of their billboard.
6. Group members decide what each person is responsible
for bringing and completing in the project, in terms of
materials and work tasks.
Days 3-5:
1. Students utilize their materials, resources, and talents
to complete their part of the billboard.
2. Students use textbooks, notes, and/or other sources to
pull their information.
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3. Continually monitor each group to ensure adequate
progress.
4. The day before the assignment is due, review the
project guidelines again with the students, who then
check off their own guidelines to ensure completion of
their part of the project.
5. Review speaking and listening expectations as
presenters and audience members.
Days 6-7:
1. Groups present their billboard projects, one group at a
time. Each member of a group is responsible for
presenting a part of the project.
2. During presentations, audience members take notes in
the Audience Participation Chart for a grade.
3. Students can help the teacher determine the top 3.
4. Notes from the Audience Participation Charts can be
used to help students prepare for an assessment.
Materials:
• Supplied in class » Computer paper, constructions
paper, coloring supplies, scissors, glue, etc.
• Additional suggested supplies for students to obtain»
Poster board (mandatory), glitter, modeling clay,
stickers, fabric pieces, etc.
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*Note: The concept illustrated in these project guidelines involves students
analyzing a classic novel for various literary elements, and then working in
pairs to read their assigned book for homework and complete a text-features
billboard project over the course of a month.

Components to be Displayed on a Poster Board:
• Large title of book
• Author’s name with picture of author
• A collage of pictures of the different settings of the story or one
illustration of a map with pinpoints labeled of important places
in the story
• A diagram of the plot of the story with each element labeled
and a brief description of each event in the story
• Brief timeline of author’s life showing significant events
• List of main characters, a brief description of their importance
to the story, and a profile picture of each
• An original, colored illustration depicting the scene of the
climax of the story
• An answer in a textbox for each of the following questions:
o Why is this novel considered a “classic”?
o What type of conflict does the story have? Internal or
external? If external, what type? Give evidence from the
story.
o How is the protagonist different at the end of the story,
then how he/she was at the beginning? Use quotations
from the story as support.
o What is your favorite scene and why?
• A star-rating system from 1-3 indicating how many stars you
give the book: one star for “didn’t enjoy it,” two stars for “it was
okay,” and three stars for “it was great!”
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• A current informational article about a social issue related to
the novel. Write a 1-page analysis of the relationship between
the article and the novel.
o 1 paragraph summary of article
o 1 paragraph analysis of social issue in novel and article +
citing evidence (include copy of article)

9

RUBRIC
Aesthetics

Completion

Quality of
Writing
Grammar &
Spelling

A.R. Quiz
Presentation

A

B

C

D

All of the
components are
displayed in a
neat, orderly
fashion; colors
and extra visual
elements
enhance the
appeal.
All requirements
and components
are completed.

Most of the
components are
displayed in a
neat, orderly
fashion; some
attempt to
enhance appeal
with extra visual
details.
All of the
requirements are
completed, but 1
or 2 components
may be
incomplete.

Some of the
components are
displayed in a
neat, orderly
fashion; very little
attempt to
enhance appeal
with extra visual
details.
All of the
requirements are
completed, but 3
components may
be incomplete, or
1 component is
entirely missing.

Some of the
components are
displayed in a
neat, orderly
fashion; no
attempt to
enhance appeal
with extra visual
details.
Most of the
requirements are
completed, but 4
or more
components may
be incomplete, or
1 component is
entirely missing.

Insightful, welldeveloped and
complete
responses.
1-5 errors

Well-developed
and complete
responses.

Mostly complete
responses.

6-10 errors

11-15 errors

Incomplete
responses, or 1
required response
missing.
16-20 errors

90-100%
Loud and clear;
enthusiastic and
efficient in
presentation of
information.

80-89%
Loud and clear;
hardly any
enthusiasm, and
mostly efficient in
presentation of
information.

70-79%
Not very loud and
clear; no
enthusiasm;
confusing manner
of presentation.
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60-69%
Inaudible, rushing,
confusing, etc.
Very negative
attitude.

F
Most of the
components are
NOT organized
and neat; messy
and little effort
shown in visual
appeal.

Some of the
requirements are
completed, but 4
or more
components may
be incomplete, or
more than 1
component is
entirely missing.
Missing entire
responses.

21 or more errors
0-59%
Refused to
present.

Audience Participation Chart
Have students create and enlarge this chart on their own notebook
paper, or can be drawn up on computer paper and photocopied for
them. Make as many columns for as many groups are presenting.
1st Group

2nd Group

Project title:
Concept:
Notes:

Questions I
have:

Answers:
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3rd Group

4th Group

Text Features Glossary

Source:

https://www.slideshare.net/emaness4/text-features-chart
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Apply for an
Ideas with IMPACT
Adapter Grant!
All Miami-Dade County public school teachers, media specialists, counselors or assistant
principals may request funds to implement any project idea, teaching strategy or project from
the 2017 Idea EXPO workshops and/or curriculum ideas profiled annually in the Ideas with
IMPACT catalogs from 1990 to the current year, 2017-18. Most catalogs can be viewed on The
Education Fund’s website at educationfund.org under the heading, “Publications.”
• Open to all K-12 M-DCPS teachers, counselors, media specialists
• Quick and easy reporting requirements
• Grants range from $150 - $400
• Grant recipients recognized at an Awards Reception
To apply, you must contact the teacher who developed the idea before submitting your application.
Contact can be made by attending a workshop given by the disseminator, communicating via
email or telephone, by visiting the disseminator in their classroom, or by having the disseminator
visit your classroom.
Project funds are to be spent within the current school year or an extension may be requested.
An expense report with receipts is required by Friday, June 1, 2018.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
December 13, 2017
Apply online at educationfund.org
For more information, contact:
Edwina Lau, Program Director
305.558.4544, ext. 113
elau@educationfund.org
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