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THE EDUCATION FUND BOARD

The Taste of Education supports culinary arts 
within Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
by teaching students food preparation, 
presentation, service, and safety, while also 
providing leadership, communication, and 
employment skills. Students are learning to be 
the chefs of tomorrow. 

At this signature event, more than 200 
students from Miami-
Dade’s public school 
culinary programs create 
30+ dishes to compete 
for top prizes and impress 
more than 500 top 
business executives and 
community leaders, but 
that’s not all. 

The Taste of Education also:

• Showcases all of our programs 

• Celebrates a successful Teach-A-Thon 

• Provides a valuable career development 
opportunity for M-DCPS’ culinary students

• Raises money for public school culinary programs

OFFICERS
CHAIR
PABLO J. PINO
South Florida Market President - Commercial 
TD Bank

VICE CHAIR
ERNEST P. MODOCK, JR.
Sales Performance Zone Manager  
Ford Motor Company

SECRETARY
JACKIE MARTINEZ SANCHO
Director of Client Management  
Southeast Region  
Humana

TREASURER
NICK TOOTLE
CPA, Principal
Kaufman, Rossin & Co., P.A.

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR
HECTOR J. PONTE
South Florida Regional Executive  
Wells Fargo Bank

THE EDUCATION FUND
LINDA LECHT
President  
The Education Fund

BOARD MEMBERS 

MELISSA ABRIL-DOTEL
2025 Teacher of the Year
North Beach Elementary, M-DCPS

ROLANDO AEDO
CDME, Chief Operating Officer
Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau

BETH BAILEY
Director, Florida Public Sector  
Verizon Wireless

VICTOR R. BENITEZ
VP & General Manager  
Gus Machado Ford

MARY BLANCO
School Board Member  
District 7  
Miami-Dade County Public Schools

JEANELLE BOSCAN
SVP & Head of Human Resources  
and Marketing 
Ocean Bank

JENNIFER STEARNS BUTTRICK
Of Counsel & Director of Pro Bono & 
Community Service
Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler  
Alhadeff & Sitterson, P.A.

GARFIELD DEBARROS
SVP, Technology and Innovations 
Blackstone

DR. JOSE L. DOTRES
Superintendent of Schools
Miami-Dade County Public Schools

YASMINE GAHED
Director of Advertising
South Florida Business Journal

MARIELI GARCIA
Manager Customer Experience Business 
Ford Motor Company

MINDY GRIMES-FESTGE
Secretary/Treasurer  
United Teachers of Dade

ROLAND HARTLEY-URQUHART
Managing Partner  
Deep Rock LLC

JOSE MALLEA
Managing Partner  
Forward Global

JASON MIZRACHI
Vice President  
Unified Partnerships  
iHeartMedia, Inc.

MABEL MORRISON
VP, Product Management & Strategy  
Assurant

CHANTAL G. OSBORNE
2024 Principal of the Year/Director
Lindsey Hopkins Technical College, M-DCPS

LILLIAN M. PETERS
CFP, CDFA, CTFA, AIF
Senior Vice President, Private Wealth  
Management  
Synovus Bank

ROSA PRIETO
Executive Director – Customer Care Operations 
Florida Power & Light

DAISY B. RODRIGUEZ
First VP, Division Head – International  
Valley National Bank, Florida Division

RANDI WOLFSON
Trustee
Lynn & Louis Wolfson II Family Foundation

 
ADVISORY BOARD

BRENDA BASSETT
Cefalo-Basset, LLC  
Eat This Drink That Go!

ROBERT M. BROCHIN
Partner  
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

ANGELA BURGESS
Retired  
Assurant

MELANIE DICKINSON
President & Publisher  
South Florida Business Journal

DR. LAWRENCE S. FELDMAN
Retired 
School Board of Miami-Dade County  
Public Schools

ROLAND B. GARCIA, SR.
Retired  
Original Impressions

GERALD E. GREENBERG
Founding Partner  
Gelber Schachter & Greenberg, P.A.

VICTORIA HERNANDEZ
Victoria Hernandez Consulting, LLC

GARY M. PAPPAS
Retired  
Carlton Fields

RACHEL PINZUR
President
Pinzur Communications

HELENA POLEO
President  
Influence Communications

ANGELA RAMOS
Director, Community Engagement  
Univision Communications Inc.

RAJ RAWAL
Managing Partner  
SF Mango Investments, LLC 

A FOOD, WINE AND CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL

TASTE OF EDUCATION

BENJAMINE REID
Retired  
Carlton Fields

BARBARA L. ROMANI
Retired  
Citi

NELLY RUBIO
Retired  
CBS 4 Miami

LISA SLOAT
Consultant  
Public Relations/Marketing  

DR. CARLOS WOLF
Facial Plastic Surgeon  
Miami Plastic Surgery

LOUIS WOLFSON, III
Partner
Pinnacle

CAROL GRAHAM WYLLIE
Retired  
The Graham Companies 

BOARD IN MEMORIAM
In honor and memory of members who  
profoundly influenced The Education Fund

ARTHUR H. HERTZ  
BETSY H. KAPLAN
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THE EDUCATION FUND THANKS ALL OUR SPONSORS AND UNDERWRITERS*
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CHEF JUDGESCHEF JUDGESTASTE OF EDUCATIONTASTE OF EDUCATION
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VENUE SPONSORS
Mr. John Brunetti Jr. &  
Mrs. Adina Brunetti

Owners of the  
Iconic Hialeah Park

Hialeah Park is eternal: Her beauty 
has no imperfection; her history is 
like no other. This is the Park about 
which Sir Winston Churchill uttered 
one word, “Extraordinary!”

As of 2/19/2025

Gretchen Schmidt
Edible South Florida

Linda Gassenheimer 
Food News & Views

 Thomas Russo
Biltmore Hotel

Christian Dominique
Manjay

Tom Parlo
Mandarin Oriental 

Letty Alvarez
LA Sweetz

Andrew Platt 
AHA Hospitality Group

Matt Kuscher
Kush Hospitality

Paulette Bilsky Phillips
The 305 Chef

Cheyenne Rodney
Food Blogger/Founder of AAEX

Pat Mackin
Food Vlogger

Adina Brunetti 
Hialeah Park

Allen Susser
Chef Allen Consulting

Danny Serfer
 Blue Collar, Mignonette

Eduardo Bruno
Sysco

Nedal Ahmad
Co-Founder and CEO, Pincho

Feli Amon
eatandbehappy_

Christian Barruos-Brens
Chef Christian LLC & Verde

John  Brunetti, Jr. 
Hialeah Park

Ray Esperon
La Porka Nostra

Kenny Tang
TK Hospitality

Yasmine Gahed
South Florida Business Journal

Isamar Leal
Florida Education Institute

Bernie Matz
Bodega

Ariel Suazo-Maler
Get Elated

Monty Trainer 
Coconut Grove Arts Festival
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Featured Menu

MEAT 
"K.P.B." Burnt End Sliders 

Parmesan-Crusted Lamb Skewers 

Slow-Roasted Mock Tender served 
with Garlic Mash

Jamaican Jerk Chicken 

German Potato Pancake topped  
w/ Chorizo & Crème Fraiche 

Cubs Ropa Vieja Paw Bites 

Mini Birria Tacos  
w/ Made-From-Scratch Corn 
Tortilla & Mozzarella Cheese 

Traditional Brown Stew Chicken 

Cafe Rubbed and Smoked Pork 
Tenderloin 

SEAFOOD 
Shrimp & Chorizo Skewers with 
Red Pepper Soup 

Salmon Sphere 

Carolyn's Conch Salad 

Snapper Sliders 

Tropical Ceviche 

Salmon Wellington 

Vietnamese Spring Roll with 
Redland Secret Sauce 

VEGETARIAN 
Veggie Layer Surprise

Spinach Quiche 

Hialeah Havana Bites 

Roasted Vegetarian "Chiles 
Rellenos" 

Garden Lasagna Bisque 

Vegetable Medley Bites 

Soul Food Vegetable Egg Rolls  
w/ Sweet & Tangy BBQ  
Dipping Sauce 

Miso-Glazed Mushroom Scallops 
w/ Congee 

DESSERT 
"A Night in Paris" 

Hazelnut Crunch Bar 

OG Cuban Dessert Staple 

Pierre Hermé's Ispahan Macaron 
 
Sticky Toffee Pudding & Dulce De 
Leche Ice Cream 

"Purple Glaze" Raspberry/Blackberry 
Flan on a Chocolate Tart  

Mango Cardamom Mousse  

Torta Chaja

Jeffrey Acosta 
Henry H. Filer Middle School 
 
Dwight Barnes 
American Senior High School 
 
Christina Coupet 
Homestead Senior High School 
 
Cristina DeArmas-Johnston 
North Miami Beach Senior High School 
 
Eida Delafuente 
MAST Academy 
 
Camilla Fantechi 
Miami Beach Fienberg-Fisher K8 
 
Andre Franks 
North Miami Senior High School 
 
Kathy Gonzalez 
Hialeah Senior High School 
 
Orlando Ibanez 
Kinloch Park Middle School 
 
Frederica King 
West Miami Middle School 
 
Shelby Kramer 
Hialeah Gardens Senior High School 
 

Special Thanks
TO PARTICIPATING CULINARY TEACHERS AND THEIR STUDENTS, WITH GRATITUDE TO M-DCPS CULINARY ADMINISTRATORS

At the Department of Career and Technical Education:
Lupe Ferran Diaz, Ph.D.
Rani Khanuja 
Donald Cole

James Lubin 
Dr. Michael M. Krop Senior High School 
 
Elizabeth Monroe 
Miami Killian Senior High School 
 
Oscar Roque 
Robert Morgan Senior High School 
 
Diana Stewart 
Jose De Diego Middle School 
 
David Strickland 
Miami Jackson Senior High School 
 
Mercy Vera 
Coral Gables Senior High School 
 
Marilyn Victores 
Lamar Louise Curry Middle School 
 
Yolanda Washington 
Miami Central Senior High School 
 
Deja Whitehead 
Miami Northwestern Senior High School 
 
Wayne Worthley 
Redland Middle School

We invite guests to vote for the  
"People's Choice" Awards, sponsored by

Presented  by

CareerSource South Florida Logo Guidelines // Brandmark

1

Brandmark            Symbol            Color Palette            Typography            Branded Materials            Photography            Content

The preferred version of the logo is full color and should be 
used whenever possible.

The brandmark may also appear in black or tones of black 
when color printing is not possible.

FULL COLOR 
MASTER 
BRANDMARK

GRAYSCALE
MASTER
BRANDMARK

Clear Space
Sub-Brandmark
Regional Signatures
Usage

BLACK
MASTER
BRANDMARK
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ABOUT THE EDUCATION FUND 
WHERE INNOVATION IS FUNDAMENTAL

A Taste of Our Accomplishments
•  $86+ million raised for public schools 
• 34% increase in students’ college enrollment
• 71% of students increased science achievement
• 75% of students improved math knowledge
•  203,000+ students and teachers recognized for their artwork 
• $27+ million in classroom supplies donated, benefiting 3.8+ million children
• 278,500+ harvest food bags provided to low-income students’ families
•  7,000+ Food Forest harvests served in students’ cafeteria meals 
• $3.1+ million provided for projects in 5,400+ classrooms 
•  All 420 M-DCPS principals and 360 counselors trained in resiliency strategies
• 3,000+ business professionals recruited to teach for a day and become  

teacher advocates

A Taste of What We Do 
• Impact all 337,000+ students annually, in all 470+ Miami-Dade 

County Public Schools
• Offer support and professional development to all 20,000+  

educators annually
• Involve the private sector in designing and implementing new 

initiatives that improve public education
• Direct resources where they are needed most
• Operate up to a dozen model programs at any given time
• Evaluate pilot program effectiveness to improve outcomes
• Help all children in public schools reach their full potential 

Food Forests for Schools
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A MESSAGE FROM THE 
SUPERINTENDENT
of Miami-Dade County Public Schools

DEAR FRIENDS OF EDUCATION, 

As we celebrate the remarkable milestone of The 
Education Fund’s 40th anniversary, I am honored 
to recognize the enduring partnership between 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) and 
this extraordinary organization. The Education 
Fund is a leader in innovation and investment 
in public education, dedicated to ensuring that 
every student has the tools, opportunities, and 
guidance needed to succeed. 

Through The Education Fund’s commitment 
during the past four decades, hundreds of 
millions of M-DCPS students and educators have 
benefitted from groundbreaking programs and 
vital resources. 

Just one shining example from this partnership: 
A resilience-building initiative trained all 420 
M-DCPS principals and 360 counselors and 
mental health professionals in 2023-24, thanks 
to our partnership with The Education Fund. 
This initiative equips our school leaders and 
counseling staff with the tools to support 
students’ emotional well-being environments 
where they can thrive academically and 
personally.

In addition, The Education Fund: 

Brings hands-on, real-world learning experiences in 
math, science, nutrition, and now resiliency to 25,000+ 
students across 51 of our elementary schools through 
the Food Forests for Schools program. 

Provides free supplies for classrooms ($28+ million to 
date), starting in the wake of Hurricane Andrew and 
continuing today, providing 3+ million students with the 
essential resources they need. 

Recruits business professionals (3,000+ to date) to teach 
for a day in our classrooms and advocate for teachers, 
while opening children’s eyes to new futures. 

Recognizes, trains, and provides grants to teachers 
($3.1 million to date) to implement innovative teaching 
methods, impacting more than 5,400 classrooms and 
driving  
student achievement.  

Ensures high school students (8,000+ annually) have 
access to additional college and career activities and 
counseling.    

Affords students (5,000+ to date) in the culinary and  
visual arts with career experiences and provides  
their classrooms with additional resources to  
improve learning. 

Launched innovative programs including a principals’ 
training program that received national accolades, and 
an initiative that provided 10,000 computers to students 
for home use, which laid the foundation for the district’s 
ability to ensure every student had a home computer 
during the pandemic.

In all, The Education Fund has raised $86+ million dollars 
for Miami-Dade County Public Schools. 

The Education Fund’s visionary leadership and 
collaborative spirit have made a lasting impact on Miami-
Dade County Public Schools, ensuring students and 
educators have the resources and support they need to 
excel.  

Thank you to The Education Fund for 40 incredible years 
of service and to all those who have supported their 
mission. As we look to the future, I am confident that our 
partnership will continue to transform lives and strengthen 
our community.  
 

With gratitude, 

Dr. Jose L. Dotres  
Superintendent  
Miami-Dade County Public Schools

In Honor of The Education Fund's 40th Anniversary



CareerSource South Florida is a proud 
sponsor of The Education Fund and  
The 2025 Taste of Education Event

visit us at www.careersourcesfl.com

CareerSource South Florida is an equal employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are available
upon request to individuals with disabilities.

Learn how you can benefit from our 
Business and Career Services:

Financial Incentives
 • Tax credits and Incentives

Recruitment Assistance
 • Qualified Candidates Assistance 

Training Incentives
 • Employed Worker Training
 • On-th-Job Training
 • Paid Work Experience

Job Search Assistance
 • Resume Writing Assistance

Career Training / Retraining
 • On-the-Job Training 
 • Career Training Opportunities 

Professional Placement
 • Networking Opportunities
 • Job Leads and Referrals

FIND BUSINESS
& CAREER HELP 
FIND BUSINESS
& CAREER HELP 



assurant.com  |  #assurantcares

We encourage our employees to volunteer in the communities 
where we work and live. We enhance their great works through 
charitable grants from the Assurant Foundation. 

We’re proud to support The Education Fund and the vital support 
they provide to students and teachers throughout our community.

Protecting. Connecting. Inspiring.



The ability to help someone recognize their potential. The
opportunity to live life “Your Way” and achieve something
iconic. These are the forces that drive all of us at the 
Burger King Foundation. 

www.burgerkingfoundation.org

The Burger King Foundation
is Proud to Support 

The Education Fund!

TM & © 2025 Burger King Company LLC.

The future is built on 
today's education.
Bradesco Bank proudly supports 
The Education Fund in its mission 
to enhance public school education.

bradescobank.com
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Adina Brunetti is an inspiration to many, known for
her dedication to education and community
engagement. As the author of numerous books and
the Founder of AJMB Hospitality, she has made a
significant impact on Miami's hospitality industry.

Adina also leads Adina Creative Food and
AB 27 Group, managing award-winning
restaurants, bars, and international events.
Her visionary leadership and generosity
make her a key contributor to the success
of the Taste of Education event, creating a
meaningful and memorable experience for
all.

Adina Brunetti
Hospitality Expert, Entrepreneur



One of these is not like the other. 
And that’s a good thing.
By celebrating the unique qualities and contributions of others, we can better 
understand how our differences can work together to create a vibrant, diverse 
community for the good of everyone.

Wells Fargo is proud to recognize Taste of Education — The Education Fund.

wellsfargo.com/impact
© 2025 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. IHA-8125007



For more information about our programs, scholarships and energy curriculum, please visit 
FPL.com/education.

At Florida Power & Light Company we are committed to working with the 
educators in our community to enrich their curricula by providing tools and 
resources that foster students’ interest in STEM.

Knowledge is Power!

FRESH PLATE DESIGN. SAME GREAT CAUSE.

Drive Support to Our Schools!

All Proceeds Benefit only:



THE TEACH-A-THON  
Presented by Wells Fargo
Great Teachers = Student Achievement

To raise awareness of the needs in our public 
school classrooms, The Education Fund 
implements the Teach-A-Thon. During this 
countywide campaign, business professionals 
walk in the shoes of a teacher, teaching an 
actual lesson or two! 
It’s not career day. Instead, business leaders 
experience what is happening in our public 
schools -- seeing the needs, struggles, and 
joys. Since the campaign began, we recruited 
more than 3,000+ business professionals to 
teach in Miami-Dade County Public Schools. 
This rewarding experience creates empathy 
for teachers and students, and a newfound 
respect for the teaching profession and our 
public schools. 

A TASTE OF OUR Programs

Using a walk-a-thon model, these ‘Public 
School Champions’ tell the story of public 
education to their friends and colleagues to 
raise funds for the participating classrooms and 
other programs of The Education Fund. Since 
the program’s inception, our Champions have 
raised $700,000+ to support our public schools.

Hector Ponte, Wells Fargo, Dante B. Fascell Elementary Mabel Morrison, Assurant, Felix Varela Senior High School

Pablo Pino, TD Bank, iPrep Academy NorthAna-Marie Cain, Bradesco, Wesley Matthews Elementary

Penelope Pena Mella, World Kinect, Johnnie M Parris Colonial 

Drive Elementary

Nick Tootle, Kaufman Rossin, Sylvania Heights Elementary Alena Shaw, Wells Fargo, Ruth K. Broad Bay Harbor K-8 Center
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Ernest Modock,Jr., Ford Motor Company, at Charles R. Hadley Elementary

THE EDUCATION FUND THANKS OUR TEACH-A-THON FUNDRAISERS

Honorable Mention: $250+
James Diaz
Raymond Dueñas
John Hatzis
Leslie Soler
Charlyn Stanberry

Honorable Mention: $100+
Nick Bimonte
Vanessa Castillo
Casey Crist
Marko Escalante

Platinum:  
$5,000+
Pablo Pino
Joseph Natoli

Gold: $2,500+
Nick Tootle
 
Silver: $1,000+
Ana-Marie Cain
Paulette Phillips
Kristina Siddall                     

Bronze: $500+                
Mabel Morrison
Nataly Santos

Danielle Ettinger
Yasmine Gahed
Beatriz Lucki
Jose Mallea
Isabella Paez        

Piedrahita
Penelope Pena Mella
Carolyn Pink
Rachel Pinzur
Hector J. Ponte
Shivam Sharma
Mark Trowbridge 
Anurag Gupta

As of 2/13/2025

A TASTE OF OUR Programs

Top Fundraising Team
TD BankTASTE OF EDUCATIONKristina Sidall, Bayview Imaging LLC, American Senior  

High School

Joe Natoli, Baptist Health South Florida, Sunset Elementary

Paulette Bilsky Phillips, The 305 Chef, Miami Jackson High

Ana-Marie Cain, Bradesco, Wesley Matthews Elementary

Lynn White, Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings, Miami Palmetto 
Senior High School

28  29



FOOD FORESTS FOR SCHOOLS
This pioneering initiative puts 28,000+ students in the 
center of sustainable seed-to-table eco-labs, teaching 
them to plant and cultivate superfoods used in school 
meals and at home. Children learn nutrition, resiliency, 
math, biology, environmental science—and have the 
test scores to prove it.

In collaboration with the Florida Department of 
Education and Miami-Dade County Public Schools, The 
Education Fund also created and piloted an entirely 
new Resiliency component to the Food Forest for 
Schools model to teach persistence, teamwork, critical 
thinking skills, empathy, and other protective factors 
that help children as they progress into adolescence. 

Seventy-five percent of students in a 2023-24 TD 
Ready Commitment pilot increased their math 
knowledge, and 71% increased their science 
achievement. This was despite pandemic-related 
learning losses reflected across the country.  

More than half increased their nutrition knowledge.
 
Our district's new eligibility to provide 100% of 
students with federal food aid underscores the urgent 
need for this program. To help students and their 
families, we’ve distributed 278,500+ harvest bags full 
of fresh produce. 

“I take my fifth-grade students to the Food Forest every 
week for their science lesson. As they learned about 

the water cycle, they brainstormed and came up with 
ways to show how a plant goes through a cycle. One of 

my students exclaimed that ‘Being in the food forest 
makes me realize how everything is interrelated. It is 

amazing to see how nature can provide for us.̓ ”

Food Forests for Schools, an awardee of grants from 
U.S. EPA, USDA, and many foundations, received the 
first-ever $1 million TD Ready Challenge grant, and is a 
recipient of the prestigious “Sapphire Award” from  
The Blue Foundation. 

A TASTE OF OUR Programs SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
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THE OCEAN BANK CENTER FOR 
EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS
This student lifeline solicits surplus inventory 
from businesses and makes these supplies 
available — for free — to teachers, schools, 
and non-profits to help public school 
students and their families throughout 
Miami-Dade County. Since inception, more 
than 3.8 million students benefited from $27+ 
million in materials distributed. Teachers in 
all subjects continually use supplies from 
the Ocean Bank Center to enhance lessons. 
Additionally, art teachers enjoy special visit 
days and unique workshops to teach the art 
of found objects, transforming the donated 
materials into amazing pieces of art. 

“It is always exciting to visit The Education Fund Ocean Bank Center for Educational Materials and see what 
cool materials I’ll find for the classroom. On my last visit, I was able to get a box of reusable goggles for my 
scientists in class. Prior to that, I have been able to get poster paper, expo markers, pouches, and so much 

more. I cannot wait for my six months to pass so I can once again go find new treasures for my students. 
Thank you to all the donors for making this possible, every little bit helps!”  

Stephanie Trenholm, Dr. Toni Bilbao Preparatory Academy

A TASTE OF OUR Programs

OCEAN BANK - MEMBER FDIC

ART OF FOUND OBJECTS EXHIBITION 
Annually, we display, jury, and award prizes for 
student and teacher art, created from recycled 
materials from the Ocean Bank Center. Many pieces 
from the Art of Found Objects Exhibition progress 
to our annual For the Love of Art Charity Auction. 
This event raises thousands of dollars that fund 
participating classrooms, enabling art teachers to 
provide a better arts education to students.

A student displays her artwork at The Education Fund's Art of 
Found Objects Exhibition. Her piece was made with supplies 
from the Ocean Bank Center for Educational Materials.  
       Credit - Miami-Dade College, Hialeah Campus

FOR THE LOVE OF ART AUCTION 
This highly successful annual event, presented 
by Ocean Bank, highlights the essential role 
of visual arts in stimulating creativity and 
academic success for children. More than 
400 business leaders, philanthropists, and 
collectors attend, bidding on 150+ one-of-a-
kind art pieces created by the extraordinary 
talent in our public schools, and on 100+ luxury 
items. Additionally, we honor successful public 
school alumni, demonstrating how much you 
can achieve with a public school education.  

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR  
OTHER PROGRAM SPONSORS
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SMARTPATH 
The Education Fund’s SmartPath aims to 
embed a college-going culture in high 
schools, empowering low-income and 
first-generation students to graduate and 
successfully prepare for college and careers. 
SmartPath is changing the lives of students 
in five public senior high schools in Miami-
Dade who attend weekly College Clubs 
to research colleges and improve study 
habits. College and technical school field 
trips inspire students to set career goals, 
while FAFSA workshops help parents and 
students apply for financial aid. Our pilot 
schools achieved a 34% increase in college 
enrollment, and since our expansion in 2013, 
there has been a 21% increase in college 
enrollment rates across all  
SmartPath schools.

“Having a connection with the SmartPath  College Club program and visiting colleges has really benefited 
me and empowered me to apply and have a plan for after graduation.” - Student, Miami Senior High School

A TASTE OF OUR Programs
IDEAS WITH IMPACT
This initiative helps teachers raise student 
achievement! Mentor teachers train their peers 
at the annual Idea EXPO Teacher Conference, 
attracting over 500 educators for hands-on, 
teacher-led workshops, featuring innovative 
ideas with new ways to inspire students. The 
Idea EXPO includes projects for all grade levels 
and all subject areas, with free curriculum 
materials that meet Florida education 
standards. As a result, 37,000+ students 
annually receive improved instruction from 
teachers who attend our Idea EXPO. Ideas 
with IMPACT also provides grants to teachers 
for unique, creative classroom projects and 
materials that enliven and enrich standard 
curriculum. Most recently, Ideas with IMPACT 
has provided grants for student-led podcasts 
and Everglades-related video projects.  

“The grants I’ve received helped me purchase 
robotics kits and create exciting learning activities 
that my kids absolutely love. My kids are learning 
programming languages with real-world applica-
tions such as cyber defense, game development, 
virtual reality, problem-solving, and critical 
thinking - all of which will help them succeed in 
whatever career they choose.”  
Michael Sakowicz, iPrep Academy North.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
IDEAS OF IMPACT SPONSORS

The Lucy Petrey FundRobert Russell  
Memorial Foundation 
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FORTY YEARS OF GIVING!

WITH GRATITUDE FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

As we celebrate the 40th Anniversary of The 
Education Fund, we look back at 40 years of 
philanthropy and dedication to our mission: 
to maximize every child’s potential and 
ensure that each one graduates with every 
opportunity for success.

The pathway to 40 years of success begins and 
ends with community, from family foundations, 
corporations and companies to organizations 
and individuals. Thank you, to these dedicated 

civic and corporate leaders who believe in 
the power of public education, the ability of 
our public school educators & leaders, and 
the work of The Education Fund. You invest in 
children’s dreams.  

For more information or to make a pledge, 
please contact Linda Barrocas at 786-734-
6099 or lbarrocas@educationfund.org.    

Together, we can ensure Miami-Dade County 
public schools students thrive. 

A TASTE OF OUR 

Giving

TASTE OF EDUCATION

THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR DONORS SUPPORTING OUR GENERAL FUND AND MULTIPLE PROGRAMS OVER 40 YEARS!

From The Very Beginning: 
the 1980’s
Ruth & Jack Admire and 

Family 
Assurant 
Burger King 
Citi Foundation  
The Ford Foundation 
John S. and James L. Knight 

Foundation
The Miami Foundation 

Started in the Early/Middle 
Years: 1990 – 2014
Florida Power & Light  
Ford Motor Company &  

The Ford Fund 
Peacock Foundation  
Carl & Angie Perez/Perez 

Trading  
Raj Rawal & Anne Marie 

Miller  
Ryder  
Joseph H. & Florence A. 

Roblee Foundation  

State of Florida--Florida 
Legislature  

TriMix Foundation  
Verizon/Verizon Foundation  
Washington Mutual/

JPMorgan Chase  
Wells Fargo 
Louis Wolfson III Family and 

the Lynn & Louis Wolfson II 
Family Foundation

Started in the Past Decade: 
2015-2025
Blackstone Charitable 

Foundation 
Bradesco Bank 
The Frederick A. DeLuca 

Foundation 
Roland Hartley Foundation 

Our Friends Programs
The Lucy Petrey Fund:  

Don & Beth Kress,  
John & Sandra Molkentin, 
Rod & Lucy Petrey Family 

The Palley Fund:  
The Palley Family

Food Forests for Schools
The Batchelor Foundation
Braman Family Foundation
Health Foundation of South 

Florida
The Jorge M. Pérez Family 

Foundation at The Miami 
Foundation

TD Charitable Foundation

Ideas with IMPACT 
P.L. Dodge Foundation
Suncoast Credit Union 

Foundation 

Ocean Bank Center for 
Educational Materials 
Ocean Bank -- Conservation 
Visionary Award 
Norma Jean Abraham/

Anthony R. Abraham 
Foundation 

Amazon 
The Children’s Trust 
Kirk Landon & The Kirk 

Foundation 

SmartPath to College
Miami Bayside Foundation
Miami-Dade County 
Valley Bank 

Also Recognizing Our Major 
In-Kind Partners
All Florida Paper
Kids in Need Foundation 
The Graham Companies
CBS4

The Miami Herald
South Florida Business 

Journal

The Education Fund also 
acknowledges the following 
major donors whose gifts have 
helped us meet enormous 
challenges:

Angela and Chris Burgess 
Jennifer Stearns Buttrick 
John and Adina Brunetti 
Collins Aerospace 
Joan & Bill Flynn 
Pamela Garrison 
Andrea Guerreri  
Linda Lecht 
Artie & Susan Leichner 
Mimi Pink 
Pablo Pino 
Rachel & Matt Pinzur 
Hector J. Ponte  
Rabina Family Foundation 
Lisa Sloat & Hank Klein 
Cindy Ziff and the Sanford L. Ziff 

Family Foundation 

40 Years of Leadership
Dale Webb, Seth Gordon, Ben 
Reid, Luis Ajamil, Dennis Klinger, 
Ted Fernandez, Albert del Castillo, 
Benigno (Beni) Aguirre, David Nixon, 
Joanna D. Wragg, Susan (Yarosz) 
James, Barbara Locke, Gary Pappas, 
Barbara Romani, Patricia Fernandez-
Lefebvre, Hector Ponte, Cheryl Rees, 
Pablo Pino, Gina Craig,  
Carol Wightman, Linda Lecht

Honoring 40 Years of Partnership with Miami-Dade County Public Schools
For 40 extraordinary years, Miami-Dade County Public Schools' visionary superintendents, School Board 
members, staff, dedicated educators, and other committed professionals have worked alongside The Education 
Fund to ensure every student in Miami-Dade County Public Schools thrives. While too numerous to name 
individually, their collective impact has transformed countless young lives through our shared mission. 
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The Education Fund is thrilled to announce a 
$600,000 grant over three years from Humana 
Foundation to support our Food Forests 
for Schools program, operating in 51 public 
elementary and K-8 schools across Miami-Dade 
County. Humana Foundation’s investment will 
allow The Education Fund to improve nutritional 
literacy for students living in disadvantaged 
neighborhoods via bi-weekly lessons and/
or activities in nutritional science at Food 
Forest & raised bed garden schools. Grant 
award funds also allow The Education Fund to 
expand and evaluate its Resiliency Initiative 
in the Food Forests via Resiliency Stations on 
Character, Personal Responsibility, Mentorship 
& Citizenship, and Critical Thinking and Problem 
Solving installed in all 30 Food Forests, plus 
bi-weekly lessons for students in their outdoor 
eco-learning labs.
Humana Foundation gives this grant to The 
Education Fund’s investment in human and 

A TASTE OF OUR 

Giving
NEW GRANT – NEW DONOR!

WHERE ELSE DOES THE EDUCATION 
FUND RECEIVE FUNDING FOR ITS 
PROGRAMS AND OPERATIONS? 

In addition to businesses of all sizes and 
corporate foundations, we collaborate with 
family foundations, private foundations, 
government entities (federal, state, and 
county currently), and with individuals, 
including YOU!

Please join us in bringing innovation to our 
public schools and providing resources that 
open the door for children to learn and to be 
excited about learning.

Support a program today — online at  
www.educationfund.org, or by calling 
Linda Barrocas at 786-734-6099 or 
emailing lbarrocas@educationfund.org. 

Thank you in advance for making a 
difference for children in our public schools.

community gain, funding program activities that 
address health needs and aim to close severe 
health gaps.
Thank you, Humana Foundation, for joining our 
other major Food Forests for Schools donors: 
The Frederick A. DeLuca Foundation, TD Ready 
Commitment, The Batchelor Foundation, Braman 
Family Foundation, Florida Department of 
Agriculture, and the USDA. 

We’re proud to support  
The Education Fund for excellence  
in Miami-Dade County Public Schools

At Humana, we deliver care that exceeds 
expectations—for you and the communities  
we live in. We call it human care.

HUM_The Education Fund ad_013125.indd   1HUM_The Education Fund ad_013125.indd   1 1/31/25   16:131/31/25   16:13
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 AR
Enjoy live music, open bar, an epicurean feast, and bid on fabulous luxury items  

and one-of-a-kind art created by children and art teachers.  

All proceeds benefit arts education and The Education Fund Ocean Bank Center for Educational Materials.
Celebrate the 40th Anniversary of The Education Fund!

TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2025
Jungle Island 

1111 Parrot Jungle Trail, Miami, FL 33132

For tickets, silent auction donations or sponsorship opportunities,      contact 
Marilen Marnett at mmarnett@educationfund.org or 305-298-9099.

As Of 2/9/2025

OCEAN BANK PRESENTS



DINING EXPERIENCES WITH A DASH OF SPICE!

© Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau – The Official Destination Sales & Marketing Organization for Greater Miami & Miami Beach. CS-05017

Enjoy our collection of the tastiest cuisines
during August and September.

Visit 

for more information about

and other year-round savings programs.

MiamiandMiamiBeach.com/Deals
Miami Spice Restaurant Months



Member FDIC | TD Bank, N.A. ©2024, TD Bank, N.A. and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. 
The TD logo and other TD trademarks are owned by The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its affiliates and are used under license.

The Education Fund, 
We applaud you for all the truly 
meaningful work you do in our 

community.

Big hearts 
deserve a 
big hand.



Crafted in the
andean heights,
where the earth 

meets the sky

Still Wine ©2024 Moët Hennessy USA Inc., New York, NY

Laundry Chemicals
Sanitation Programs 

Warewashing Solutions
Foodservice Disposables

Janitorial Chemicals & Supplies

For 30 years, with our unparalleled problem-solving approach to providing 
innovative products, we have made our customers’ lives easier and their 
customers happier. Through the donation program established for The 
Education Fund, we are given a valuable opportunity to also make children 
happier by providing them with materials that empower them to manifest their 
imagination into creative and impressive art.

866-835-6060 305-835-6060 www.allfloridapaper.com 

ALL FLORIDA PAPER IS A PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE EDUCATION FUND FOR 10 YEARS!  

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

It’s all about you.



© 2020 Regions Bank. 

Put People First | Do What Is Right | Reach Higher | Enjoy Life | Focus On Your Customer                        Visit regions.com/socialresponsibility

Regions bankers understand there are people in our communities who need a little extra help from 

time to time. Help that goes beyond offering banking advice or personal financial solutions, and 

makes a profound impact on someone’s life. After all, our mission statement is to “Make Life Better.” 

So it’s not uncommon to see our associates volunteering at shelters, giving people hope when they 

need it most. Or stocking thrift store shelves to help families keep clothes on their backs. Or teaching 

financial education classes so people can stay on the road to financial independence. 

 That’s just who we are. And it’s who we’re proud to be.

Sometimes lending a hand 
is the most important lending  
a bank can do.

ECOSPORT ESCAPE

MUSTANG EXPLORER

F-150 EXPEDITION

MAVERICK

BRONCO

MACH E

RANGER

We have  a
“Taste For Education” and

support The Education Fund 

See our line of electric vehicles!

“Miami’s Ford Dealer”
1200 West 49th Street Hialeah, FL 33012

(305) 822-3211
www.gusmachadoford.com



Pinnacle is proud to support The Education Fund 
Taste of Education and our talented student chefs 

from Miami-Dade County public schools.

pinnaclehousing.com
(305) 854-7100

In 2020 and beyond, 
Pinnacle offers the next 

generation of high-quality 
multi-family housing.

Pinnacle 18inX7in.indd   1Pinnacle 18inX7in.indd   1 2/6/20   11:56 AM2/6/20   11:56 AM

pinnaclehousing.com
(305) 854-7100

In 2020 and beyond, 
Pinnacle offers the next 

generation of high-quality 
multi-family housing.
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The trusted global network
providing fuel and energy solutions
and enabling global commerce

We collaborate with transportation, commercial, and
industrial partners to provide fuel and energy solutions
that best suit their needs - wherever, whenever. 

Our team of certified energy managers, brokers,
traders, engineers, and risk professionals ensure that
energy challenges are solved safely and reliably.

www.world-kinect.com

9800 N.W. 41 Street
Doral, Florida 33178





SOUTHFLORIDABUSINESSJOURNAL.COM

Facebook: SFlaBizJournal 
Twitter: SFBJNews     
LinkedIn: bizj.us/1m6ufs

In Recognition
our Educators

of

The South Florida Business Journal 
is proud to support The Education 
Fund and all of its efforts to grow 
our community, and we thank our 
region’s educators for inspiring the 
next generation of business leaders.



6713 Main Street, Suite 240 • Miami Lakes, Florida 33014 • P. 305.558.4544 • www.educationfund.org

YOU CAN HELP US IMPROVE EDUCATION FOR ALL OUR CHILDREN

Sponsor a program of The Education Fund.
Make a cash donation. 

Make a donation of surplus or gently-used inventory.
Honor a loved one by making a donation in their name.

Include The Education Fund as a beneficiary in your will.
Specifically designate The Education Fund as a recipient of any donations you make through payroll deduction programs.

CONNECT WITH US!  
Please contact Linda Barrocas at 786-734-6099 or lbarrocas@educationfund.org.

 @EducationFund       EducationFundMiami       @EducationFundMiami       Education-Fund-Miami


