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Goals and Objectives
Strand: READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE
•

Cluster 1: Key Ideas and Details
LAFS.910.RL.1.2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

•

Cluster 2: Craft and Structure
LAFS.910.RL.2.6 - Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a
work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world
literature.

•

Cluster 3: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
LAFS.910.RL.3.9 - Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a
specific work.

Strand: READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT
•

•

•

Cluster 1: Key Ideas and Details
LAFS.910.RI.1.2 - Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over
the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective summary of the text.
Cluster 2: Craft and Structure
LAFS.910.RI.2.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court
opinion differs from that of a newspaper).
Cluster 3: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
LAFS.910.RI.3.7 - Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a
person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are
emphasized in each account.

Strand: WRITING STANDARDS
•

Cluster 1: Text Types and Purposes
LAFS.910.W.1.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
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•

•

•

o Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation,
establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.
o Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
o Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another
to create a coherent whole.
o Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a
vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
o Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced,
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
Cluster 2: Production and Distribution of Writing
LAFS.910.W.2.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Cluster 3: Research to Build and Present Knowledge
LAFS.910.W.3.9 - Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.
Cluster 4: Range of Writing
LAFS.910.W.4.10 - Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Strand: STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING
•

•

Cluster 1: Comprehension and Collaboration
LAFS.910.SL.1.2 - Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media
or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of
each source.
Cluster 2: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
LAFS.910.SL.2.5 - Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio,
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

Strand: LANGUAGE STANDARDS
•

Cluster 1: Conventions of Standard English
LAFS.910.L.1.1 - Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
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Outline/Overview
Description:
After reading books related to the terrible tragedies that occurred during the Holocaust, such as
Night by Wiesel and watching films related to the Holocaust such as “Uprising,” students will
write their own Children's books in which the main characters exhibit valuable, positive
qualities that are needed in society such as honesty, kindness, empathy, integrity, tolerance,
patience, respect, and more. These stories will be a lesson on character education for
elementary students who are the target audience of the high school student writers. They will
also encourage students, both high school and elementary, to explore what they stand for at
school, at home, and in their communities.
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Guide for Implementation
Classroom Activity:
•
•
•

Students will write a children’s story with characters, setting, plot, and conflict related to a
main theme, concept, or positive quality.
Students will create a children’s book (with simple language) with their story which includes
the text and illustrations.
Students will read their children’s book to their target audience.

Procedures for Teachers:
1. Read, analyze, and discuss a story related to the Holocaust with the students, such as Night.
2. View and discuss a film related to the Holocaust with the students, such as “Uprising”.
3. Present to students scenarios and examples of good character.
a. Use examples from the books and films studied.
b. Examples can also come from personal experience of teacher and students.
c. In addition, examples can be taken from the What Do You Stand For? book.
4. Discuss these scenarios with students.
a. This activity starts in a small group or individual work where each student gets
characteristics such as empathy, kindness, honesty, etc. They have to then find
examples related to the quality.
b. In a whole group activity/discussion, students can participate in a Socratic Seminar
to understand various characteristics and scenarios. They will gain multiple
perspectives about the many characteristics.
5. Connect the above characteristics to themes and thematic statements (this would be a
good place to do a mini-lesson on themes, if not already covered).
a. Students will choose a quality and develop a thematic statement for that quality.
b. Students will use this theme as the focus of their Children’s Book.
6. Afterward, go through the below procedures with students for the completion of their
project. Students can work individually or in small groups.
a. Writer: type and participate in editing of the story.
b. Illustrator: create the colorful illustrations for the story.
c. Designer: design and format information for front and back cover.
7. Contact a local elementary school, pre-school, church, or after school care program to setup time for high school students to share their books with younger kids. You may even host
an after school/evening event about Character Education where you invite local students in
the community to come out to see the high school students to showcase their book and
hear them read their stories to a younger audience.
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Procedures for Students:
1.
Before starting this activity, take a look at a few children’s picture books as examples for
ideas on ways to proceed with an original picture book.
2.
Think about what’s appealing about the picture books you looked at. What are their
themes? (For example, acceptance of others, family dynamics, physical growth, fear of
the unknown, and so forth.) Briefly discuss why these themes are appealing to young
readers? How do they connect with the teen’s own experiences? What theme is most
interesting?
3.
Read through the Tips for Writing a Children’s Picture Book to get ideas for how to
organize the book.
4.
Use the From Picture to Story: Getting Ready to Write to start planning his or her story,
describing the characters, setting, conflict, and resolution. You may also use the story
map found using this link:
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/storymap/index.html; print
out the finished Story Map.
5.
Now use the Plot Diagram in this packet or found using the following link:
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/plot-diagram/ to decide
what events to include in the story and the order for the events. Print out the Plot
Diagram when all the events are included in the desired order.
6.
Create the storyboard for the book using the handout in this packet. You should have a
total of 12-15 pages for the story. Each box or pane of the storyboard represents a page
of the book. Sketch illustrations and text for each page of the book. These are just
rough sketches to give an idea of where to place text and illustrations in the final
book. You can also make a storyboard online using the Comic Creator:
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/index.html. Visit the
Comic Creator Tool Tip Sheet for more ideas on how to use this tool.
7.
Review the Qualities of Good Story Telling handout.
8.
Check out Tedd Arnold’s Web site for some great tips on how to write children’s books
as well as a step-by-step guide for how he creates his illustrations:
http://www.teddarnoldbooks.com/.
9.
Using art supplies and/or any bookmaking resources, continue working on the book
until you are satisfied with it. Make sure it has an attractive front and back cover.
10.
Revise and Edit the book using the guidelines in this packet.
11.
Check out the Publishing Tips before completing the book.
12.
Once the book is finished and the teacher has reviewed it, you will read the book to
young children. Revise and edit the book using the required guidelines.
13.
Once the book is finished and the teacher has reviewed it, you will read the book to
young children.
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Suggested Timeline

Class Work
1. Review project packet
and guidelines
2. Theme selection
3. From Picture to Story
handout
1. Story board or Comic
Strip Planning worksheets
2. Review Qualities of Good
Storytelling
3. Write story
1. Revise and edit story
2. Create illustrations (bring
supplies)
3. Design the front and back
cover
1. Design book with text
(large font size)
2. Include illustrations (must
be colorful)
3. Decorate front and back
cover

Home Learning
Plot Diagram
worksheet

-Type stories (save on a
flash drive for editing)
-Bring supplies needed
for illustrations and
cover
Re-type stories; finish
illustrations and the
front and back cover

Finalize Children’s
books for publishing–
possible readings to
children.
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Resource List (This is the Student Packet)
Night Inspired Children’s Book: Overcoming prejudice, stereotypes, and scapegoating

Objectives:
• Students will write a children’s story with characters, setting, plot, conflict, and themes of prejudice,
stereotypes, or scapegoating.
• Students will create a children’s book (with simple language) with their story which includes the text and
illustrations.
• Students will read their children’s book to their target audience.
Procedures:
1. Before starting this activity, take a look at a few children’s picture books as examples for ideas on ways to
proceed with an original picture book.
2. Think about what’s appealing about the picture books you looked at. What are their themes? (For
example, acceptance of others, family dynamics, physical growth, fear of the unknown, and so
forth.) Briefly discuss why these themes are appealing to young readers? How do they connect with the
teen’s own experiences? What theme is most interesting?
3. Read through the Tips for Writing a Children’s Picture Book to get ideas for how to organize the book.
4. Use the From Picture to Story: Getting Ready to Write to start planning his or her story, describing the
characters, setting, conflict, and resolution. You may also use the story map found using this link:
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/storymap/index.html; print out the finished
Story Map.
5. Now use the Plot Diagram in this packet or found using the following link:
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/plot-diagram/ to decide what events to
include in the story and the order for the events. Print out the Plot Diagram when all the events are
included in the desired order.
6. Create the storyboard for the book using the handout in this packet. You should have a total of 12-15
pages for the story. Each box or pane of the storyboard represents a page of the book. Sketch illustrations
and text for each page of the book. These are just rough sketches to give an idea of where to place text
and illustrations in the final book. You can also make a storyboard online using the Comic Creator:
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/index.html. Visit the Comic Creator
Tool Tip Sheet for more ideas on how to use this tool – this is included in the packet.
7. Review the Qualities of Good Story Telling handout.
8. Check out Tedd Arnold’s Web site for some great tips on how to write children’s books as well as a stepby-step guide for how he creates his illustrations: http://www.teddarnoldbooks.com/.
9. Using art supplies and/or any bookmaking resources, continue working on the book until you are satisfied
with it. Make sure it has an attractive front and back cover.
10. Revise and Edit the book using the guidelines in this packet.
11. Check out the Publishing Tips before completing the book.
12. Once the book is finished and the teacher has reviewed it, you will read the book to young children.
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Story Board
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Revising and Editing
What To Do
We all know the sense of relief we feel when we finish a draft of writing. Hooray! It's done! But is
it? For many of us, students and adults alike, returning to a piece of writing to revise and edit can feel
discouraging. We've already written the piece, so what is there left to do?
Reading through the following questions and suggestions with young people will not only help them
reflect on their writing, but also help them become more self-sufficient in the writing process and better
writers.
Revising: Reading as a Reader
After setting your piece of writing down for a short time, pick it up again, and reflect on the following
questions from the perspective of an interested reader:
Is my purpose for writing clear?
Have I considered the questions and concerns of my audience?
Have I written in the form and style appropriate for this genre of writing? For example, does my
book review look and read like a book review?
Have I included sufficient examples and supporting details?
Revising: Reading as a Writer
From the perspective of a skilled writer, consider the following:
Does my introduction or lead succeed in grabbing the reader's attention?
Does my conclusion successfully bring my writing to a close?
Do my paragraphs flow from one to the other well?
Have I organized my ideas in a way that makes sense to the reader?
Editing: Reading as an Editor
After revising, try one of these proofreading techniques to polish your writing:
Read your writing aloud to catch run-on sentences, over-used words, spelling errors, and typos.
Read backwards. Start with the last sentence of your piece and read one sentence at a time
from the end to the beginning. By focusing on one sentence at a time, you'll notice ways to
improve your writing more easily than reading quickly through your draft from start to finish.
Share your writing with a family member or friend.
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Pop-up books: http://library.thinkquest.org/J001156/makingbooks/em_popup.htm
Online Flipbooks: http://www.flipsnack.com
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How to Use This Printout (tips)
Help the young adult with whom you are working learn to write children's picture books by understanding what
makes a book intriguing for kids. Use this printout for guiding ideas to write children's picture storybooks on a
variety of topics.
1. Find a variety of children's picture storybooks that interest the young adult that you are working with, or
that he/she remembers reading as a child. Allow him/her to read/reread these books and discuss the
differences in the voice and writing style of the authors.
2. Print one or more copies of the "Tips for Teens Writing a Children's Picture Storybook" printable and
make it available to the young adult(s) with whom you are working. Ask him/her to look through the list of
bullets that describe a well-written picture storybook, and ask him/her if he/she saw any of these
characteristics in the books that he/she read.
3. Have the child make notes next to the bullets about which books did an especially good job of following
each of the specific characteristics of good children's picture storybooks.
4. Discuss with the young adult the notes he/she took and also discuss how he/she thinks that the books
he/she read could be improved using any of the characteristics from the printable that the author did not
already use.
How to Use This Printout (story elements)
Teach children and teens to use visualization as a way to get creative with writing. Show the child an interesting
picture that will spark their curiosity and imagination. Have the child or teen use their senses (sight, sound, touch,
taste, and feel) to come up with words to describe different parts of the picture (people, time and place, events,
and important objects). Children and teens will be able to take these visualizations and turn them into a sentence
and, eventually, a longer piece of writing.
1. Find a picture that will spark the interest of the child or children you are working with, or ask him/her to
pick one out that he/she finds interesting.
2. Print one or more copies of the "From Picture to Story" chart and make it available to the child or children
with whom you are working. Ask the child or teen to look at the picture and think about what they see,
what they hear, what they taste, what they touch, and what they feel.
3. Have the child or teen write down words that describe these feelings in the different parts of the chart.
Discuss with the child or teen why he/she wrote the things that he/she did and what the picture reminded
him or her of.
Ask the child/teen to take everything they thought about in regards to the picture and sum it up into one sentence
at the bottom of the chart.
How to Use This Printout (qualities)
Help your child become a better storyteller and writer by choosing books of different genres and by different
authors that all model good storytelling in different ways. Use this printout for guiding examples to find different
characteristics of good writing in the different books your child is reading.
1. Find a variety of books that the child you are working with is currently reading or has read in the near
past. Discuss with the child a very brief synopsis of how the books were the same and different in regards
to the writing style.
2. Print one or more copies of the "Qualities of Good Storytelling" chart and make it available to the child or
children with whom you are working. Ask the child to look through the list of bullets that describe a welltold story, and ask him/her if he/she has seen any of these characteristics in the texts he/she has read
recently.
3. Have the child make notes next to the bullets about which texts did an especially good job of following
each of the specific characteristics of good storytelling.
4. Discuss with the child the notes he/she took and also discuss how he/she thinks that the texts he/she
read could be improved using any of the characteristics that the author did not already use.
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Supplies & Supplemental Materials
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Set-Up: Students need access to computers for word processing to type stories. They can
also get illustrations and images from the internet or create their own. The use of the
school Media Center, public library, classroom computers, tablets, etc. would be necessary
for this.
Materials: Computers; supplies (markers, colored pencils, paint, construction paper, printer
paper, brushes, glue guns, tape, etc.); hardcover blank books.
Fieldtrip: Students can participate in a fieldtrip to local elementary schools or pre-schools to
read their books. They can also go to an after school program to do this.
Use of School Facilities: Students can also host a reading day at the high school where
elementary students are invited to attend and take part in the reading of these stories.
Adaptation: This project can be adapted for any grade level in the content area of Literature
or even History. An elementary class could write their own stories and make their own
books about positive character traits and even topics such as bullying. Middle school
students could follow the same process the high school students complete in their study of
the Holocaust and creation of books. Moreover, a history class could create Children’s
books following the same steps after studying WWII and the Holocaust or any instance of
genocide in the past and in modern times.
Estimated Cost: This cost for the supplies ranges from $200 - $400 for the purchase of
books, movies, blank books, and arts and craft supplies.
Books to Purchase: These books are optional, but can be purchased from Amazon.com.
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Apply for an IMPACT II
Adapter Grant!
M-DCPS teachers, media specialists, counselors or assistant principals may request funds to
implement an IMPACT II idea, teaching strategy or project from the Idea EXPO workshops
and/or curriculum ideas profiled annually in the Ideas with IMPACT catalogs from 1990 to the
current year, 2014-15. Most catalogs can be viewed at The Education Fund web site at
www.educationfund.org under the heading, “Publications.”
• Open to all K-12 M-DCPS teachers, counselors, media specialists
• Quick and easy reporting requirements
• Grants range from $150 - $400
• Grant recipients recognized at an Awards Reception
To apply, you must contact the teacher who developed the idea before submitting your application.
Contact can be made by attending a workshop given by the disseminator, communicating via
email or telephone, by visiting the disseminator in their classroom, or by having the disseminator
visit your classroom.
Project funds are to be spent within the current school year or an extension may be requested.
An expense report with receipts is required by June 15th.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
December 10, 2014
Apply online at www.educationfund.org
For more information, contact:
Edwina Lau, Program Director
305.558.4544, ext. 113
elau@educationfund.org

